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PREFACE.. 



XT feems to ble" a kind of duty incumbent on thofe wba 
devote tfaemfelves to poetry, to raifey if poffible, the. 
dignity of a declining art, by making it as beneficial to 
life and manners, as the limits of compoiaion, and the- 
charaftcr of moderiv times, will allow* The ages,indecdit 
are paft, in which the fong of the poet was idolized for 
its miraculoup effeiis ; yet a poem, intended, to promotd 
the cultivation of good humor, may dill, perhaps, be. 




rorffamfeic'&y-' 

one of thofe pleafing af^i ts^eictnXi ddufions,. in whichi 
a poetical enthufiaft iyiay,^e]fiU^^JyJ&idulged. 
. The following produ^io5L,ow^s«i^^ ©xiftence to an 
incident in real life,:ve»"v*riiwilar*tO'thr principal adlion 
of the laft canto ; bilVin forming' tlie general plan of 
the workr it feemed to me abfolutcly neceffary to intro- 
duce both the agency and the abode of Splebn, not- 
withflanding the difficulty and the hazard of attempting 
a fubjedt fo happily executed by the maderly pencil of 
FopEr I coniidered his Cave of Spleen as a moil ex* 
quifite cabinet-pi Aure ; and, to avoid the fervility of 
imitation, I determined to (ketch the mantion ()f this 
gloomy power on a much wider canvafs : happy, indeed* 
if the judgment of the public may enable me to exclaim, 
ixrith the honed vanity of the painter, who compared 
bis own works to the divine produflions of Raphael, 

" E fon pittore anch* lo I" 

Thie celebrated AlefTandto Tafldni, who is generalty- 
conddered as the inventor of. the modern Heroicomtc-. 
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poetry, was fo proud of having extended the limits of 
his art by a new kind of compbfuion, that he not only 
fpoke of it with infinite ezultatloa in one of his private 
letters, but even gave a MS. copy of his work to liis 
natiTe city of Modenai with an infcrlption, In which he 
filled it a new fpecies of poetry, invented by himfelf. 

A few partiad friends have aiTerted, that the prefent 
performance has fome degree of fimilar merit ; but a» 
I apprehend all ihe novelty it pofTefTes, may rather re* 
quire an apology, than entitle its author to challenge 
commendation, I (ball explain how far the conduA of 
the poem differs from the mod approved models in this 
mode of writing, and (lightly mention the poetical effeds 
whichfucha«vAnatipn appeared. likplj to produce. 

It is well ^o^i^ilf diai^'the |i^Y^rk«^(>ems, >vhich blend 
the ferious incTthe'^bartc, rtfpfcftfttt their principal char* 
adters in a fatiricat*ppin{ ^Hiic^J it was the intention 
of TafToni (thouglr^r^idenid-made him attempt to con- 
ceal it) to falili^^e/« partitjijl^Italian nobleman, who 
• happened to bc^ihe ptjeft-lDfTii^'ffJentmcnt. Boileaa 
openly ridicules the Frepch ecclefladics in his Lutrin ; 
Garth, our £ngli(h phyHcians, in his Difpenfary ; and 
the Rape of the Lock itfelf, that moft excellent and en- 
chanting poem,which I never contemplate but with new 
idolatry, is denominated t^e htft fatWe extant^ by the 
learned Dr. Warton, in his very elegant and ingenious^ 
but fevere, E(ray on Pope : a fentence which feems to 
be confirmed by the poet himfelf, in his letter to Mrs. 
Fermor, where he fays, <' the character of Belinda, as it 
b now managed, refembles you in nothing, but in beau- 
ty/' Though I think, that no compofition can furpafs, 
or perhaps ever equal this moft unhappy effort of genius» 
«s a fportive fatire, I imagined it might be podible to 
give a new character to this mixed fpecies of poetry» 
and to render it, by its objefl:, though not in its execu- 
tion, more noble than the moft refined fatire can be. 
We have feen it carried to inimitable perfeAion^ ia the 
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noft delicate raillery oa female foibles : it remained to 
be tried) if it might not alfo afpire to delineate the more 
engaging features of female excellence. The idea ap- 
peared to me worth the experiment ; for, if itfacceeded* 
it feemed to promife a double advantage *, firft} it would 

five an air of novelty to the poem ; andy fecondly* what 
thought of much greater importance} it would render 
it more interefting to the heart. On thefe principlesy I 
have endeavored to paint Serena as a moft 4ovely, en- 
gaging, and accompliOied charafler ; yet» I hope the 
coloring is fo faithfully copied bom generMl natwre^ that 
every man, who reads the poem, may be happy enough 
to know many fair ones, who reiemble my heroine. 

There is another point, in which I have alfo attempted 
to give this poem an air of novelty : I mean, tha man- 
ner of conuedting the real and the vidonary fcenes, 
which compofe tt $ by (hifting thefe in alternate cantos» 
I hoped to make familiar incident and allegorical pidlure 
afford a ftrong relief to each other, and keep the atten- 
tion of the reader alive, by an appearance particularly 
diverfified, I wiflied, indeed (but Tfear moft ineffeft- 
ually) for powers lo unite fome touches of the fportive 
wildnefs of Ariofto, and the more ferious fublime paint- 
ing of Dante, with fome portion of the enchanting 
elegance, the refined imagination, and the moral graces 
of Pope ; and to do this, if poiEble, without violating 
thofe rules of propriety, which Mr. Cambridge has illuN 
trated, by examples as well as precept, in the Scribleriad» . 
and in his fenfible preface to that elegant and learned 
poem. 

I have now very frankly informed my reader of the 
extent^ or rather the evitravjgance of my defire ; for I 
will not give it the ferious name oidejign : They, whona 
an enlightened tafte has rendered thoroughly fenfible . 
how very difficult it mud be to accomplifh fuch an idea» 
^Inot only be the firft to difcemi but the mo&iead'i:^ 

A 2^ 
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to pardon thofe errors, into which fo hazardoas^ an at*- 
tempt may perhaps have betrayed me. I had thoughcs^ 
of introducing this performance to the pablic, by a dif« 
fertation of confiderable length on thisfpecies of poetry \ 
but I forbear to indulge myfelf any further in fuch pre* 
liminary remarks^ as the anxiety of authors is fo apt to 
prodacey from the refledion, that, however ingenioufly 
written, they add little or nothii^g to the fuccefs of a good 
poem, and are utterly infufficient to prevent that negledt, 
er oblivion, which is the inevitable fate oi a bad one. 

In difmiffiug a work to my fair readers, which is in* 
tended principally for their perufal, I (hall only recom«>* 
mend it to their attention ; and bid them farewell, in 
the words of the pleafant and courteous TafToni^— 

** Va|;lia il buon voler, s' altro non lice, 
£ cbi la leggera, viva felice V\ 

£AaTitAM, 

Jwiuarj 31, 1781* 
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CANTO L 

Jl he mind's (oft goardiao, who, the' yet ti(nfus£^ 
Infpires with harmony the female tongue. 
And gives, improving ev'ry tender grace. 
The fmile of angels to a mortal face ; 
Her powers I fing ; and fcenes of mental Rrife, 
Which form the maiden for th' accompl!fli*d wife ^ 
Where the fweet vi6lor fees, with fparkling eyes» 
Love her reward, and happinefs, her prize- 
Daughters of beauty, who the fong infpire. 
To your enchanting notes attune my lyre ! 
And O I if haply your foft hearts may gain 
Or ufe, or pleafure from the modey Rmx^^ 



Though formal' critics, with a fairly frown^ , 
Deny your artlels bacd tbe. laurel crown. 
He fiill (hall triumphi if ye deign to fpread 
Your fi^eeter sayrtle roundels honor'd bead; 

In your bright circle young Serena grew ; ; 
A lovelier nyibirii the pencil nerer drew ; 
For, the fond Graces f ormM her eafy mein. 
And heaven's HXt azure in her eye was feen.< 
She feem'd a rofe-bud, when it firfl receives. 
The genial fun, in its expanding leaves : 
Tor now (he enterM thofc important years, 
When the full bofom fwells with hopes and fears ;, 
When confcious nature prompts the fecret figh, , 
And <heds fweet languor o'ef the melting eye ; , 
When nobler toys the female heart trepan. 
And dolls reje^ed, yield their place, to man. \ 

Beneath a father's care Serena grew ; 
The good Sir Gilbert, to his country true, 
A faithful Whig, who, zealous for the State, 
lArrccdoip's fetvice led the loud debate 5 , 
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Yet> cT'rj da7» hf tranfmutation rarci. 
TurD*d to a Tory in his dbow-chaur ; 
Aad made his daughter pay, howe'er abford^ 
Paf&ve obedience to his fov'reiga weed. 

In his domeftic fway he borrowed aid^ 
From prim Pekblom) an ancient maid^ ^ 

His oprigbt fiftcr> confcious of her worthy 
Who valued dill her beauty, and her birth ; 
Though from her birth no envy<d rank (he gain^<^ 
And of her beauty, but the ghoft remain^ ; 
A reftlcis ghoft ! that with remembrance keea 
Proclaimed inceflant what it once had been ; 
Delighted ftill the fteps of youth to haunts 
To watch the tender nymph, and warm gallant ^ 
And, with an eye that petrify'd purfUit, 
Hang like the dragon o'er th' Hefperian fruit 

Though firi^ly guarded by this jealous pow'8^ 
The mild Serena no reftraint could four ; 
' Pure was her bofom, as the iilyer lake. 
Ere ri(ing winds the ruffied water Cbakei, 
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Wfien the bright pageants of the morning &jp 
Acrofs th* cxpanfive mirror lightly fly, 
'Bf veraaJ gales in quick fucceflion driv'n, 
While the cloar glafs rcfleas the finilc of heat'n^ 
In gay content a fportive life 0ie led^ 
The child of Modefty, by Virtue bred : : 
Her light companions. Innocence and Eafe ; 
Her hope was pleafurcj and her wlib, to pleafe ?; 
For -this, to FaQiion, early rites ihe paid ; 
For this, to Venus, fecret vows (he made ; , 
Nor held it fm to caft a private glance 
O'er iho dear pages of a newromancc, 
Eager in fiAion's touching fcenes to find : 
A^eld, to exerctfe her youthful mind : : 
The touching fcenes new energy impreft : 
On all thfe virtues. of her feeling breaft*,. 
Street Evelina's fafcinating powV . 
Had firft beguiled of fleep her midnight hour z -. 
Poflcft by fympathyJs enchanting fway, 
Sfaft readi wconfciousi of the dawning jday* ^ 
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'ITic Modern Anecdote tos next convey^ 
3eneath her pillow by her fahhful maid. 
The nymph, attentive as the brooding dovt^ 
Por'd o'er the tender fcenes of Franzel's love i 
The finb'ng taper now grew weak and pale ; 
Serena Hgh'd, and dropt th' unfinifli'd tale ; 

-Baty as warm clouds in vernal sether rollf 
The fofc ideas floated in her fonl : 

Free from ambitions pride, and envious caret 
To love, and to be lov'd, was all her prayer ; 
■While thcfe fond thoughts her gentle mind poflefs'd 
Soft flumber fettled onlier fnowy breaft. 

Scarce had her radiant eyes begun to clofci 
"When, to her view, a friendly vifion rofe : 
A fiiry phantom (truck her cnental fight, 
Light as the gofTamer, as aether bright ; 
Array'd like Pallas, was the pigmy form, 
When the fage Goddefs flills the martial Aorm, 
■Her cafque was amber, richly grac'd above 
With down, colkaed from the c^Mo^ ^o\^ *• 
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Her bumilhM breaft*plate, of a decptr 6j^ 

Was once the armor of a golden fly : 

A lynic's eye her litde «gis Oionc, 

By fairy fpelle converted^oto fione» 

And worn of old» as elfin poets fmgt .... 

By Egypt's lovely <iueen, a fav'nte ring i 

Myfterious pow'r was in the magic toy, 

To turn the frowns of care to fmiles of joy. / ; : 

Her tiny lance, whofe radiance ftream'd afat^ 

Was one bright fparklc from the bridal ^ar^ 

A Elmy mantle round her figure play'df 

Fine as the texture, by A^achoe laid 

O'er fome young plant, when glittering to the view^ 

With many an orient pearl of morning-dew. 

The Phantom hover 'd o'er the confcious Fair 

With fuch a lively fmik of tender care, 

As on her elfin lord Titania caft, 

Wben firil (he found his angry ^ell was f aft. 

Round her rich locks Serena chanced to tie 

An ample ribband of cerulean dye : 
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High o*er her forehead rofe the graceful boW| " 
Wbofe arch commanded the fweet fcene below s 
The hovMng Spirit view'd the tempting fp«t» 
And lightly perch'd on this unbending knot ) 
A"s, the fair fluttercr, of Pfyche's race. 
Is feen to terminate her airy cbac<9 
When pleas'd at length her qqiv'ring wings tp clofc, 
Fondly (he fettles on the fragrant rofe. 

Now in toft notes, more mufically clear 
Than ever Fairy brcath'd in mortal ear, 
Thefe words the vifionary voice conveyed 
To the charmed fpirit of the fleeping maid : 

** Thou darling of my care, wbofe ripen'd worth 
Shall fpread my empire o'er the fmiiing earth i 
Whom Nature bleft, forbidding modi(h Art 
To cramp tby fpirit, or contract thy heart ; 
Screen'd frcqin tby thought, nor in thy vifions fd^ 
Long on thy op*ning mind I've fondly dwelt i 
In childhood's forrows brought thee quick relief 
Aod dry'dihy April (howcrs of infant grief a 
ft 
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"g^^ht thee to hogh at the malscicms hcf, 
WHkO broke thy plajtbings with a bafb'rons jofi 
To bear what ills the little female haunt. 
The tefty nurlei th' imperious go?ernaate» 
sAnd that tjraamc peft, the prying maiden aunti 
■Now ripening years a nobler fcene fupply i 
8^ life now opens on thy fparUing eye : 
Thy rifing bofom fwells with juft defire 
^pture to feel^ and rapture to infpire : 
/Not the vain blifs^ the tranfitory joySf 
That childifli woman feels, in radiant toys-f 
The coftly diamond, or the lighter pearl, 
She maffive Nabob, or the tinfel Earl. 

* Thy heart demands, each meaner aim above^ 
Tb' inotperiihable wealth of fterling love.| 
Thy wifli, to.pleafe by ev'ry fofter grace 

Of elegance and eafc, of form and face ! 

Sj lively £ancy and by fenfe refined. 
The flronger magic of the cultured miad t 
Thy pure anp^bltian, and thy virtuous plaa^ 

To Gx the rar/able heart o£ mau V 



] 
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Short !s the worihip paid at beantj's flirine ;: 
Sat {afting love and happiaefs arc mine : 
MinCf though the earth's ndiftaken, blinded raeift: 
Sefpife my inflttencet and mj name debafe ;. 
Nor breathe one vow to that artherial frien^, 
On whom the eelors of their life depend) 
But to thy innocenee I now di(l[)la^y 
The myftic ttarvetl of mf fecret fway ; 
And telly in this thy fdte-detiding honry 
My race, my name, my office, and my pow^h 

Firfi, hear what wonders human forms contalftftJ 
And learn thc' texture of the female brain I 
By Nature's care in curious order fpread* 
This lUitig net is framed of tender thread > 
Fine, as thy hand, fdme favor'd youth to graci% . 
Knits with nice art to form the mimic lace. 
Within the centre of this fretted dome^ 
Her fecret towV; her heaT'n*confliniAed hom^i* 
Soft Senfibility, fweet Beauty's foul ! 
JEeeps her coy fiate, and animates the whok^. 
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Inyifible as Hs^monyi who fprings, 

Wak'd by young Zephyr, from JEolian ftrings : 

Her fubtle power, more delicately fine, 

Dwells in each thread, and lives in ev'ry line» 

Whofe qaick vibrations, without end, impatt 

Pleafure and pain to the refponfive heart. 

As Zephyr's breath the willing chord infpires^ 

Whifp'riag ibft mafic to the trembling wires^ 

So with fond care I regulate, unfeen, 

The fofter movements of this nice machine ^ 

Tbhpb& tnj earthly namcu ^^ nurfe of Love I 

But caird SopHaosYNB, in realms above I 

When lovely Woman, perfeA at her birth, 

Bleft wither early charms the wond'ring earths 

Her (oulin fweet fimpUcity arrayed, 

Nor (har'd my guidance, nor requirM my aii 

Her tender frame, nor confident nor coy, 

Had every fibre tun'd to gentle jojr: 

No vain caprices fwell'd her pouting lip |, 

No gold produced a mercenary trip ; 



Soft innocexMC ix^pirM faer wSling kifs^ 
Her love was nature, and her life was bllfiu 
Guide of his reafoD> not his paflion's pre^r,. 
She tam^d the favage» Man, who bleb^d her fwajv 
No jarring wiflies filled the world with woeS|.. 
But youth was exftaqr, and age» repofe. 

The Pow'rs of milchief meti in dark.Diraa^. 
To blaft thefe mighty joys of envy'd Maa^ft 
The Fiends, at their infernal leader's call^. 
Framed their bafe wiles in Demogorgon's halL- 
In the deep, centre of that dreadful dorne^ 
Aniidlifh. cauldron bcul'd witb fiery foan»: . 
la this wide urn the circling fpirits threw, 
^gredients harih, and hideous to the view f . 
While the terrific mafter of the fpeli 
^Vith adj urations (hook the depths of hell, , 
And in dark words, unmeet for mortal ear^. 
Bade.the dire o£Eipring:of .hi»act appean. 
Eortb from the vafe^wich fullen murmursi bcoho:^ 
Akt«w«ring mafa of peftilenti^l fmoke v . 



la THB TllVMPttf 

Emerging from this fog of thickeft nighty 
A Phantom fwcUfi by flow degrees, to fight ? 
But ero the viei^ can feize the forming (hape». 
From the mocked eye its lineaments efcape : 
It (eem'd M: paffions melted into one» 
Afium'd the face of all, and yet was none : 
Hell Rood aghaft at its portentous mien> 
And fliudd*riog Demons call*d the fpe^re, Sple( 
•* Hie thee to earth !'* its mighty mafter cry'd, 
•• 0*ef the vcx*d globe in heavy vapors ride ! 
Within its centre fix thy fhadowy throne ! 
With (hades thy fubjeas, and that hell thy otni 
Reign there unfeen ! but kt Aj ftrong control 
Be hourly felt in Woman^s wayward foul I 
With darkeft poifons from our deep abyfs. 
Taint that pure fountain of terreftrial blifs !^ 
Th* enormous Phantom at this potent found» 
Rolled forth obedienf from the vaft profound : 
The quaking fiends recovered from their dreadi 
And bcU grew lighter} as the monfter fied. 
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Bm new rovod csnrth the gliding vapors nmv. 
Blot the rich mfaert an4 eelipfe the fun ; 
All Natuse fickens $ and her iaireA i6w% 
Enchanting Woiiian»>. feels the bantfol pow^ z 
As in her foul the dbnds of Spleen ariie^ 
The fprightlf cfience of her beantf flies t 
In youth^s gay prime, in hours ^witfa rapture warm^ 
Love looks aftonidr^d on her attiring form ; 
To pleadng froHcs, and enchanting wiles. 
Life-darting looks^ and foul4ubduing fmtles^.. 
Dark whims focceed :. thick-combg fancies frel ^^ 
The fallen paf&on, and the hafty pet ; : 
The fuelling lip, the tear-dtftended eye,- 
The peevifh ^eftion, the perverfe reply ;:: 
The moody humor> thatj like rain and fire». 
Blends cold difguft with unfubdu'd defire» 
Flies what it loves^ and petulently coy. 
Feigns proud abhorrence of the proffer'd joy ; 
For Nature's artlefi aim, the wi(h to pleafe 
By genuine modcllyi and fimple cafe, 
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Baibion'Jfpert tricks the crowded brain opprefs- 
With all the poor parade of tawdry drefs : 
The ficklybofom pants for noife and fliow^ 
For eiP^ry bauble, and forev'ry beau ; 
The voice, that health made harmony, dlfowns 
That native charm for languor's mknic tones ;. 
And fsigns difeafe, till feeling what it feigns^^ 
Its fancyM maladies are real psunu^ 
Such, and a thouiand ftill faperior woes. 
From Spleen*^ new empire o*er the earth arofe ; 
Each^dniple dilate of the foul forgot^. 
Then £rft was form^dthe mercenary plot» . 
And beauty pra6llsM that pernicious art. 
The art of angling for an old man's heart ; 
Though crawling to his bride with tottVing knee^ 
His words were dotage, and his love difeafe. 
From fex to fex this baie contagion ran. 
And gold grew beauty, in the eyes of man t 
Gourtfhip was traflic : and the married lifa. 
&tt.one loud jangle of inc^nt Rx'iSu. 



The gentle Sprite, who, oa his radiant carj 
Sbkies the mild regent of the evening ftar. 
And joys, from thence thofe genial rajs to fbcd^ 
That lead the bridegroom to the nuptial bed, 
While earth's new ills his firiendlT' fool abforb». 
From Cynthia call'd me to his friendly orb r 
And, eager to redrefs the woes of man. 
The brilliant Son of Vefper thas began : 
" Thou fofteft Being ofth'^aetherial kind. 
Be thy benigmuit cares no more confined' 
To fmooth the ruffled plume of Zephyr's wing^ 
To guard from cruel froft the infant fpring, 
To drive grofs atoms from the rays of noon,. 
Or chafe the halo from the vap^rilh moon 1 
Thy friendly nature will not now deny 
To quit for nobler toils thy native iky ; 
Thou feeft how Spleen's infernal vapors roll' 
Acrofs the fweet ferene of. woman's foul ; 
And earth, which darkens as her beauties fadej^ 
hhtt gr»w a fecond heU> without thy aid ;: 
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Take then tby ftation i fix (tij nobler reign ; 

O^er tbofe fioe chordii that form the female brai% 

ThaC'iasM, ere injured by the ruft of Spleen^ 

To fill With harmony the human fcene : 

Go ! left her touch their tender tones deftroy^. 

Teach them to vibrate to thy notes of joy ; 

Go ! and reftorerby (UUing mental firifct 

Health to faint love> and happinefsto life !'^ 

So fpake that friend of man» who lights abor^r 
His heavenly lamp of hymenisa] love^. 
In his juft aim my kindred fpirit joined} 
And flew obedient to tbd charge zCdgn'i:, 
Hence> as the biasfways th' unconfcious bowl,^ 
IJong unfecnhave fieay'd.the carelefsfoul ; , 
Though oft I fed my power by Spleen fubdu'dii, 
In the ihrill vizeni and the follen prude, 
In fome fair forms my foft dominion grows 
Like fnqsrancerifing from the opening rofe i 
Still I prefervei in many a lavely face, 
That g»y Cpod-hiUBorK«nd that conftant £rac^ 



• 

^Whieh biaTHiIf pow^n uoified to mifoU 
la perfiea Wonan'i new-created mould | 
When Nature, in her infant beanty UeO^ 
The laft and tovelieft of her works tare& 
But of tfaofe nympbsi who, delicatelj fair. 
Draw their'fofc graces from mj forming eair^ 
3il7 yonng Serbka (hines her peers aboTe> 
Pride of my hopes, and darling of my love. 
Hence I to thee fuch myfteries nnfold. 
As Man's pedahtic eye (hall ne<er behold i 
IVhofe narrow fcience, thoogh it proudly boaft 
To pierce the &yi and count the ftarry hoftt 
"Sees not the lucid band of airy Powers, 
Who flutter round him in his fecret hours <% 
But if to me, thy guardian now difplay^d. 
Thy duteous orifons are juftly paid, 
Thou to thofe realms flialt pafs with me, thy gtiid^ 
Where Spleen's pale vi^ims, after death, refide ^ 
Then to thatorb, in vifion jOialt thou rife^ 
Uoiecn by mortal aftroabmic eyes, 
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Where I-^but'firftlet me thy foul prepare 

To meet our fecret foe's infidious fn^re 1 

'Tis my fond purpofe in thy form to (how 

The fweeteft model of my &iU below -i 

A youth I defline to thy dear embrace* 

Crowa^d wiih^ach mental charm, and manly grace* 

With whom thy innocence fecure from ftrife. 

Shall reap the beauteous joys of blamelefs life. 

Pleased, I obferve thy little heart begin 

To a&> what charms the mighty prize nay win ^ 

But know, though Elegance herfelf be feen 

To guide thy motion, and to form thy mien ; 

Though Beauty o'er thy filial cheek diffuic 

The foft enchantment of her rofeate hues, 

Not from their favor (hall this glory rife I 

Temper (hall (iogly gain the fplendid prize « 

The fadden conqueft (hall be mine alone. 

And Love, with tranfport, (hall my triumph own> 

Such are my hopes ; but I with pain relate 

What hard conditions are annex'd by fate & 
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As chemic firesy that patient labor blowsi 
t)raw the rich peifume from the Pet fian roTe^ 
60 xnuft thou forxxi> by fiery toils xefia'd, 
JThe living efTeace of thy fweeter mind^ 
^imly I fee^ on Deftmy^s duIl.glaAi 
Three dangerous trials 'tis thy doom to pafs | 
And oh I if once forgetful of my pow'r. 
Good-humor fail thee in the fateful hour» 
'Farewell thofe joys, that wait the happy wife I 
Farewell the viGon of unclouded Mfe \ 

Fain would my love thy fecret perils (hoWf 
Which fate allows not even me to know : 
In Spleen's darlr court a thoufand agents dwellf 
Who bind her vi^ims in the wayward fpell $ 
Perchance three prime fupporters of her fwayy 
The bufieft of her fiends, may crofs thy way : 
Stern contradiction, her ill-favor'd child, 
Of fierce demeanor, and of fpirit wild, 
Sane of delight ! and horror of the fez ! 
His plan to puzzle, and his pride to vex !«-> 
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<Or Scandaly filthy^ hag ! who blindlj limpt 
ORoond the wide earth, fapporttd by her inipsy 
Her inky demons, who delight to print 
Her bafe fuggeftion, and her envious hint :— - 
Or groondlefs jealoofy, pert changeling ! bora 
'Of amorous Vanity, and angry Scorn* 
IVhofe biitcr taints with public infult dare 
Bafely to wound the unoffending fair, 
iProud the fweet joys of innocence to crufli, 
J^nd fpread o'er beauty's cheek the burning blufli. 
liVhether thefe kindred fiends, or one or all, 
-Shall aim thy airy fpirit to enthrall, 
Are points, my fondnefs tries in 'vain to reach ; 
3But truft my caution ! and beware of each ! 

Left to thy lovely mind my words may feeai 
The vain chimera of a common dream, 
;By one unqueftionable fign be taught 
To prize my prefencc in thy waking thought ! 
An azure libband, on thy toilet ihrown, 
Shall make the magic of my jimpire known § 



OF TEMPER* Zti 

On this thy fportive needle try*d its povr^rs^ 
And filvcr fpangles form'd the mimic flow'rs ; . 
On thefe my love (hall breathe a fecret charm ; . 
With this, my c»ftus, thy foft bofom arm ! 
Above It let the decent tacker rife. 
To hide the my (lie band from mortal eyes i 
When Spleen's dark pow'rs would teach that breaft' 

to fwell. 
This guardian cint^are fhall thofe pow'rs repel ; 
As the touched talifmaa, mare fwift than though^ 
To fave her charge, th* Arabian Fairy brought ; 
So fliall this zone, if juClly I*m obey'd, 
Bring my foft fpirit to thy certain aid. 
In LoTe*8 great name obferve this high beheft !' 
Revere my powV — ^be gentle, and be blcft !" 

Here the kind Sprite her friendly counfel clo8*di« 
And lightly vanifh'd^Still Serena doz'd $ 
$tiU in fweet trance (he fondly feem'd to bear 
The foft perfuafion vibrate in her ear. 
Bat waking now far different notes (he found ;. 
Le(s pleafing echoes iniier chamber found.: 
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For now the heralds of the London day 
Sing their loud matting in th* uncroaded way i 
Th* impatient milk-maid now with early din^ 
Screams to the rattle of her pail of tin*; 
With fweep*! faint crfi and» lauA of the erew#, 
ThQ deep'ton'd muAc of the iiiurm*ring Jew. 
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CANT o m 

JL E radiant nymphs ! whofe opening eyet ccmvep 
Warmth to the world, and Inftre to the day I 
Think what o'erfliadowing clouds teay croft yoarbraiat' 
Before thofe lovely lids (hall clofe again ! 
What funds of patience twelve long hours may aik 1 
When cold Difcretion claims her daily taflc 4 
Ah think betimes ! and, while yoar morning care 
Sheds foreign odours o*er your fragrant hairt 
Tinge your foft fpirit with that mental fweet» 
Which may not be ezhal'd by paOlon's heat ; 
Ifot charm the fecfe with undecaying pow'r^ 
Through every chance of each diuraal hour ! 
O ! might you all perceive your toilets crown '4 .1 
With fuch cofmetics as Sbrbna found ! 
Fori to the warning viiion fondly true^ . 
Now the qj^ok fair one to the toilet flow;- 



With keen delight her raviHi'd eye Carrefd: 

The myftic ribbaad on her mirror laid : 

Bright (hone the azore aji. Aurora's cajr* 

And ev'ry fpangle fesm 'd a living ftan 

With fportire grace the fdiiling daoifel preffei 

The gaardian cinflare to her fnowy breads 

More lordy far than Jano, when Qk drove 

To look mod lovely 4n the eyes of Jove 5* 

And'wtUing Venus lent her ev'ry powV, 

That flisds enchatitnijnt o'er the am'rous hour ; : 

For fpelU more potent on this band were thrown^. 

Than Venus boafted in her beauteous zone* 

Her daszling csdus couldalone infpire 

The fudJin impulfe of fhort-liv*d dedre : 

Thefe finer threads with lading charms are ff^ugh^ 

Here lies the tender but unchanging thought^ 

Silencei that wins, where eloquence is vain» 

And tones, that harmonize the mad'ning brainy , 

Soft fighsi that anger cannot hear, and live. 

And fouUsf, that tell, how truly they forgive i; 



Andl litre!/ grace» whofe gay diffufive ligtit 
Puts tire black phantoms of the brain to flight,.. 
Whofe cheering powers through ev>y period laftf, 
And make the pre^nt happy as the pad. 

Stich fecret charms this richer zonepofleft». 
Whofe flow'rs now fparkling on Sbrin a-'s breaftf. 
Give, though unfeen; thofe fwelltng'Orbs they bind^ 
Smiles to heriaee andbeauty to her mind :. 
For now, obferrant of the Sprite's beheft# 
The nymph-coneeals them^ by her upper veil : ; 
Safe lies the ifiell, no mortal may defcry^ . 
Not keen Pbnblofb's all-pierciog eye ;: 
Who ronftanc^as the Aeps.of morn advance,. 
Surveys the houfeliold with afearchingglancfy. 
And ent'ting now, wiih all her afual care^. 
Reviews tbexhamber of the youthful fair. . 
Beneath the pillow^ not completely hid. 
The novel lay— She faw—fhe feiVd~-(he chid % . 
With rage and glee her glaring. eye-balls flafll^, 
Ail wiifc^d age I A^e cries, ah Wthy traA ji 



From thefifft page mj jaft abhorrence fpringi |; 
For modem anecdotes are monftrous things : . 
Yet will I fee what dang'rouspoifons lark. 
To taint rhj yoathin this licentious work. 
She (aid t and rudely from the chamber rufli'd^. 
Her pallid, cheek* with expedation flaih*df . 
With ardent hope her eager fpirit (hook. 
Vain hope to banquet on a lufcious book*:. 
So if a priefty of the Arabian fedf . 
In.Turkifli hands forbidden wine deted^, 
The facred mufTulman with pious din, . 
Arraigns the culprit, and proclaims the fin» , 
Curfes with holy zeal th' inflaming juicct ^ 
But curfingy takes it for his fecret ufe. 

The gay Sbrbmav with unruffled mind, , 
The pleaflng noveU thus unreadi refign'd.. 
The viHon on her foul fuch virtue left. 
She only fmil*d at the provoking theft ; . 
The teaztng incident j(he deemM a jeft. 
Nor fek ihe xone grow tighter on. her breaQ^. . 



Now ia- full charms defcends the finifh'd fikf 
Jor now the morning banquet claims her care^ 
Already at the boardi with viands piPd, 
Her fire impatient fitSy and chides his tardy chilA 
On his imperial h'ps rude hunger reigns* 
And keener politics ufarp his brains : 
But when her loye-infpiring voice he hears^ 
When the fbft magic of her fihile appears^ 
In that glad moment he at once forgets 
His empty ftomacb, and the nation's debts : 
He bends to Nature*s more divine control^. 
And only feels the father in his foul. 
Quick to his hand behold her now prefent- 
Tbe Indian liquor of celeftial fcent i 
Not with more grace the nedtar'd cup Is girt% 
By rofe-lip'd Hebe to the lord of heav'n. 
While her fair hands a frcfli libation pour, 
Fafliion's loud thunder wakes the founding dooT# 
The light Sbkbna to the window fpring^i. 
^ curio&y's^amiifive wings x 
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Her quick eyes fparkle with forprize, to fee» 

The glories of a golden vis-avis : 

Its glittring tablet gleam 'd with mimic pearlj. 

At)d the rich coronet announced an earL 

The good old knight grew fomewhat proud to bear/ 

Of this new vi(it from the early peer : 

Sia^NA rcApUeds the yidon's truth» 

And flutfringy hopes it is the promised youth : . 

Pbn ELOPE from her high chamber peeps ; 

There hier unfinifli'd charms (he coyly keeps ^ 

With fage relcrve her modefty abhorred 

To fliew her morning face before a lord. 

The peer alights : tlie.well-rang'd vafTals bawt 
I}is founding title through the fpacious hall. 
Till in the deep faloon*s extremeft bound 
Th* car-tickring woml,, « J-oai> Filughsb/* refouad*, 
As when great Heftor, fetting war apart» 
Adrauac'd to parley, .with bis fpear athwart, 
•Hw Greeks bebeld.hifn with a ftiU delight j .' 
Aad jSlent rey*reace Aop.t the nfiog figl^t.a^ 



"With Aich refpeaj but uechaftis'd hj fear^ 
•Sir Gilbert and tb« nymph fir ft met the peer j 
Andy while his morning compliments commence^ 
The flighted breakfaft ftands in cold fufpehie. 
3ut far nnlfke to Hedor's ruder grace, - 
His modern ftatare and his modifh face 1 
Nor lefs he differs from thofe barons old* 
Whofe arms are blaton'd on his car of gold | 
Whofe proftrate caftle guarded once the lands^ 
Where, fpruce in motlejr pride, his villa ftandSf 
9j tafte ere^edy in her trimmelt modct 
•Her mufhroom ftrudare, and her quaint abodOa 
As the neat daify to the fun's broad flow'r. 
As the French' boudoir to the Gothic towV, 
*Snch is the peer, whom fafhion much admirei» 
Compared in perfon to his ancient fires : 
f^or their bioad (houlder, and their brawny calf. 
Their coarfe, loud language, and their coarfcr laugfay 
His finer form, more elegantly flim» 
^iiplays the faihionable length of limb i 
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With foreign (hrugs his cotiniry he regard*, 

And her leaa tongue with foreign words he lards \ 

While Gallic graces, who correct his ftyle> 

Forbids his mirth to pafs beyond a fmile. 

As the nice workman in the wooden tiade, 

Hides his coarfe ground, with fineft woods o*erIaid| 

Thus our young lord, with fafhion's phrafe refined;, 

Fineer'd the mean interior of his mind : 

And hence, in courtefy's foft luftre feen» 

His ipirit (hone, as graceful as his mein. 

The artlefs fair, on faQiion's kind report, • ll 

Thought him the mirror of a matchlefs court c 

Much ihe his drefs, his language much obfervest 

Whole finer accents prove his feeling nerves. 

Her fancy now the dedin'd lover fpies. 

Cut her free heart abjures the quick furmifc 4 

Yet as he fpoke, at ev'ry tiatt'ring word 

The vifion's promife to her thought recurr'd. 

Far more parental pride contrives to bnn4 

The goodSiR Gilbb&t's more experienc'd miadi 
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Who fondly fav7, and at the profpe;^ fmil'dy 
A future counufs in his fav'rite child. 
But what new fjatt'rings (book Serbna's breaR, 
What hopes aad fears the moded nymph oppreft^ 
Whep, with a (JoipVing fmilc, and foft regardf 
The peer difplay'd a mirth-expredive card^ 
"Where the gay Graces, in a fportive bandy 
Shew the fwcet art of Cipriani's hand ; 
Where in their train, his airy Cupids throngs 
And^ laughing, drag a comic maik along ! 
k** We," cries my lord, with felf-fufficient joy, 
^Twirling, with lordly airs, the graceful toy, 
•« We, who poffefs tree fcience, we, who give 
The world a leflbn in the art to live, 
We for the fair a fplendid ftte defign, 
And pay our homage thus at Beauty's Ihrinc." 
He fpoke ; and fpcaking, to the blulhing maid. 
With modift eafe, th' inviting card convey 'd, 
Where mirth anno^nc'd her mafque-devoted hour 

$& dhara^eri entwin d with many a flow'r : 
D 
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The bluflimg maid, with ejes of quick defirei 
View'd it, and felt her little foul on fire ; 
For of all fcencs Ihe had not yet furvcy'd, 
Jier heart mod panted for a mafquerade : 
But her gay hopes increafing forrows drowuy 
And dread forebodings of her father's frown* 
In mute fufplenfe to read his thought, (he tries> 
J^nd (Irongly pleads with her prevailing eyes. 
Her eyes, for doubt enchain'd her modeft tongue^ 
While on his fov'rcign word her pleafure hung« 
With fuch a tender, and perfuafive air 
Of foft endearment, and of anxious care, 
Thetis -attended from th' almighty fire 
Jiis fateful anfwer to her fond defire : 
The good old knight, like the Olympian god, 
£le(l the fair fuppliant with his gracious nod> 
Her lively fpirit rhc kind fignal took. 
And her glad heart in ev'ry fibre (hook. 
The party fettled, it imports not how. 
The peer politely made his parting bow-; 
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The nymph, with eyes that fparkled joyous fire>. 
Hifs'd the round cheek of her complying fire, 
Then fwiftly flew, and fummon'd to her aid 
Th* important counfel of her favorite maid. 
To vent her joy, and, as the moments prefs, 
ToJii that fir ft of points, a fancy-drefs . 

Quick as the poet's eyes o'er nature fly,> 
Kercing the deep, or traverfing the fky. 
With foch light fpeed her fond ideas glancec 
O'er play and poem, dory and romance,. 
While all the chara^iers, (he e*er has read,. 
FJafh on her brain, .and fill her bufy head*. 

. Now in Diana's form (he hopes to meet 
A fond Eudymion, fighing at her feet ; 
Now her proud thought terreftrial pomp aflume%^ 
And Dian's crefcent yields to Indian plumes $ 
Now, in the habit of the Grecian ides, 
She hears fome Ofman fuing for her fmiles, 
And fees his foul that blaze of drefs outfliinet, 
Whofe wealth imppveriA'd a diamond min&j;. 
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Now Gmplcr charms her qaick attention draw, 
The rofe.crown*d bonnet, "and the hat of draw 
A village-maid flie feems In neat attire, 
A faithful (hepherd now her fole defire, 
Thus, as new figures in her fancy throng, 
« She's ev'ry thing by ftarts, and nothing long 
But, in the fpace of one revolving hour. 
Flies through all dates of poverty and powV, 
All forms, on whom her veering mind can pitc 
Sultana, gipfy, goddefs, nymph, and witch. 
At length, her foal with Shakefpeare's magic fra 
The wanctof Ariel fizt her roving thought ; 
Ariel's light graces all her h^art pofl^fs. 
And Jenny's ordered to prepare the dreft. 
It feems already bought, with fond applacfe ;. 
An azure tiflue, and a filver gauze ; 
Too foon, alas ! that garb of heav'nly hue 
The ready mercer flaflies to her view. 
Ah blind to fate ! how oft the youthful belle 
Feels' her gay heart at fight of tiflUe fwell I 



And thinks the faflitonable filk mud prore 
Her robe of triainph» and a fpell to love i 
To thee» fweet maid» whofe pleafare-dartmg eje^.^ 
J07 in this fav'rite vefti an hour (hall rifet 
When thou (halt hate the filk Co fondly fought> 
And wi(h thy filver-fpotted giuze unbought * *: ; 
For buff Spleen thy trial naw^ prepares ; 
Darkly (he forms her undifpedled fnares ; 
And, keen to paife her pleafure-killing ftdrnif' , 
AlTumes: PsNELOPe's congenial form. 
I^ that prim (hape which all the graces (htia ! 
See the four fiend to.good Sik Oilbekt run 1 
Where, deeply pondering the public debl^ , 
Silent he mufes o'er a new gazette 1 
Entering, (he view'd, with eyes of envious fpitCf 
Tiie capd^ that fppke the mafque- devoted night : 

• Nefcid mem homtnum fati fortifquc future^ . 
Et fervare modum^ rebus fuMtita fecundiu 
Turno tempus erit^ magna cum optaverit emptum • 
I«ta6iitm Pallantayet cum fpoUa ifta diemqae- 
OdcriU ^N^iD. X. V| 501;. & feqft 

Ha. 
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Eager flie darted on the graceful iojf ' 
And| fiercely pomting to each naked boy, 
<< Canft thom'* (he crj'd, in a dtfcordaot fcreaoH 
That rous*d the politietan fron> his dream. 
While with her Toice the echoing chamber rings,^ 
<* *.Sa7 ! canft thou foSer there flagitious things } 
Are thefe derices to thy daoghcer brought) 
That wake fiKh grofs impurity of thought ^ 
In Tain are all the prudent words I preacb» 
The modeft maxims that I ftrtre to teach i 
By foolifli fondnels of your fen(e begttird. 
You ftill indulge, and ipoil the ffippant child ^ 
For me, whatever I fay is deem'd abfurd ; 

She fcorns my fage adtice :— but, mark my worc^ 

If to this ball you let the hoyden rnn, 

Your pow*r is ended, and the girl undone.'^ 
The patriot knight, by interruption vexti. 

In bis political purfttits perplext, 

• Ztu P^cr cu nem^/stfi or 9ft fade karteraergdt fcfr* 

Iliaixe. v. 87a. &{c^ 
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While he with wrath tb' intruding Mifchief ey'd^ 

Stern to the falfe PfiN£U>pfi rtplfd : 

<< Go ! teazing prade> cetife In my ears to Tent 

Thy envious pridtj and peevilh Wcontent ! 

To me of prudence canft thou vainly boaft ? 

Of all my houfhold, thou haft plagu'd me moft » 

The j«3rs thou blameft are thy dear delightf 

By day the viQt, and the ball at night : 

Andy though too old a lover to trepan. 

Thy midnight dream, thy morning thought is tnaiw. 

Wert thou lefs clofely to my blood ally*d, 

Thou (hould'ft, to cure thee of thy canting pride» 

Be fent to figh alone o'er purling brooks^ 

Scold village maids, and croak to croaking rooks>^ 

He fpoke indignant : the fiy fiend withdrew^ 
Nor inly griev'd i for well her force (he knt^. 
As Indian females in a jealous hotir» 
Of fecret poifon try the fubtlcft powV,. 
Which fure, tbo' flow, corrodes th' unconfcious prey* 
And ends ic& triumph on a diftant day s 
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Thus the departing Fury left behind 
Her venom, latent in Sir Gilbert's mind. 
The hidden mifchief though no eye obferve% ., 
He feels it fretting on his alter'd nerves ; 
But the kind habit of his healthy foul 
Still ftruggled hard againfV its bafe control.^ 
Now Spleen's dark vapors, in his bofom hid^.. 
Prompt htm the promisM pleafure to forbid ; 
Kow Love's foft pleadings that dire thought deftroy^, 
' Atid fave the bloflbm of his daughter's joy ; 
Her envious aunt now ferves him for a jeft, ., 
And gay good humor re-aflumes his breaft. 

While Spleen's dark pow'rnowrmks, and now revlfcir 
^At length the day, th' important day, arrives. 
Which in his breaft rouft end the clofe debate^ , 
And fix the color of Serena's fate. 

Now comes the hour, when the convivial knighl': 
Waits to begin the dinner's cheerful rite : 
His fond heart ever, with a father's pride, , 
' Joys to behold his darling at his dde .; , 
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But moA the abfence of tier fmile he feeb 

In the gay feafan of hts focial meals :. 

Hence» while for her the rich rcpaft attends^ 

His hafty fummons to the njmph.he (ends ^ 

The happy nymph fuperior eares indiMe 

To rifk hit anger by a rafli excBfe : 

She craves his pardon ; but, for time diftreft^ 

She ftill is bnfy on her magic veft i 

To range her diamonds in a fparkling asonet. 

She begs to fnatch her fcanty meal alone. 

The knight in fallen (late begins to dine : 
Spleen^ like a harpy, flatters o'er his wine » 
Invifible (he poifons ev'ry di(h, 
Tinging with gall, his mutton, fowl and fifh. 
The more he eats, the more perverfe he grows |; 
For as his hanger funk his choler rofe. 
The cloth removed, he cries, with vapors ficfc, 
The pears are mellow, and the port is thick i 
Though nicer fruit Pomona never knew. 
And his rich wine furpafs'd the ruby's hue t 
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A thoufkod titnes his dizzy brain revolves 
A (tern command : now doabts and now refolvec. 
To bid the nymph defcend, and, difarray'd,. 
Quit her dear projeft of the mafqerade : 
As oft kind nature to his heart recnrr'dt 
And love parental ftopt the cruel word. 

Mean time> unconfcious of the brooding ftora^ 
mie nymph czulcs ia her improving form : 
Gay is her fmile, as thofe the queen of. love 
Darts on the Graces in her court above» 
While they contrive, with lovc-infpiring cares^. 
New modes of beauty for the robe (he weays^.. 
At lengthi each duty of the toilet pa(t» 
The glance of triiHpph on the mirror ca&» 
Now the light wand our fioifli'd Ariel arms ^k 
Glad Jenny glories in her lady's charms ; 
And gives full utterance, as fhe fmooths her veft^ 
To the fweet bodings of SEREVAf's breafi. 

O ! lovely bias of the female foul 1 
Whichtrcmblins poiocf to pleafure's diftant pole ^ 
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I^ich with fond truft on flatt'rmg hope relies, 

3*erleaps each peril that in profpeA lies, 

dLnd fpringing to the goal, anticipates the prize 1 

hich was SfiRBNA^s fear-difcarding date ; 

Her eye beheld not the dark frowns of fate : 

>he only faw, the combat all forgot, 

The triunoph promis'd as her glorious lot* 

Now, eager to difplay her light attire, 
?he fprightly damfel feeks her fallen (ire ; 
lis gloomy brow with fportive air (he kift : 
Lh ! how could Spleen that magie lip refift ^ 
?hat voice, whofe melting mufic might afTuage 
The fcorpion Anger's felftormenting rage ? 
■"or ne'er did nature to a fire's embrace 
'refent a filial form of fofter grace ; 
)r fancy view a (hape of lovelier kind 
n the bright mirror of her Shakefpeare^s mmd. 

The fulkey fiend, in fpite of all her art, 
iad now been baniOid from the father's heart, 
3iU that, refolv'd her utmoft force to try, 
>faeXummon'd to her aid, her old ally^ 
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The fiery demon, temper- troubling GonXt 

Who finks the lively, and appals the Qottc ; 

Who now, affifting Spleen's maligoant aim. 

Shoots in quick throbbings thro' Sir Gilbbrt's frailll> 

Thus forely peftcr'd by » double foe, 

Galling his giddy brain, and burning toe. 

The tefty knight, vith ftern and Allien air, 

l)enounc'd his humor to the fliudd'ring fair : 

** Go, change your drefb ! give up this vain deliglxt t 

I v^ill not hear of mafquerades to night : 

Your chaperone's informed (he need not wait ! 

So change your drefs ! and fit with me fedate.'' 

As the proud dame, whofe avaricious glee 
Built golden caftles in the rich South Sea, 
Gaz'd on her broker, when he told her fir ft 
Her wealth was vanifh d, and the bubble bur ft : 
So gaz*d the nymph, hearing her fire deftroy 
Her airy palace of ideal joy, 
Tirft her fond thoughts to fiatt'rbg doubt incline^ 
And deem xhe barfh command no fix'd defigoi 
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But€he quick Tally of a^eevilh word^ 
That loTe revokeS) the moment it is heard : 
Or haply mirth, in mrimic wrath ezpreft, 
A feign*d forbiddance utter'd but hi jeft ; 
To this fliort hope her finking Spirit clung*. 
To fee his^bft'ning eyes refute his tongue. 
Ah fruitlefs hope ! for there (he cannot find 
The wdl-kaown fignals of the friendly mind*' 
Stern contradi^ion, with the frown of fate, 
On his dafk vifage reign'd in fallen fiate ; 
Felt in each feature, in each accent fliown> ^ 
Low'rM in his look, and thunder'd in his tone* , 
^ence the warm bofom of the lively fair 
Now (hivers'with the chill of blank defpair : 
*Now difappcintment's thickening fiiadows roll 
A cloud of hotror o'er the darkened foul j 
And fancy, in a fick delirium tofi;, 
Crives double value to each pleafure loft* 
The Wafted joys, flie labors to forget, 
RuQi on her mind, and waken keen regret i 
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Her cheek turns pale— the tear prepares to ftart, 
i\nd palpitation heaves her fwelling heart. 
Sut here, Sophrosyne ! thy guardian aid 
Saves froxti.her potent'foe the finking maid* 
Her bofott, into (Irong emotions thrown^ 
IJow feels the preffure of thy friendly zonc» 
.Swift thy kind cautions to her foul recur, 
li'Iore quick to cancel faults than prone to crr« 
As the rough fwell of the infurgent tides 
Sy the mild tmpulfe of the moon fubfides;; 
•So, by her myllic monitor repreft, 
The flood of paflion leaves her lighten'd breaft, 
iFrom her clear brain each cloudy vapor flies, 
And joy's bright ray rekindled in her eyes. 
Heviving gaiety full luftre fpread 
O'er all her features, and with fmiles (he faid-: 
^* Let others drive to pleafure's diflant domel 
Be mine the dearer joy to pleafe at home !" . 
Scarce had (he fpoke, when flxe, with fportive esik$ 
Prefl hex Ptanorforte's favorite keys» 
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Okr fofteft notes her rapid fingers^an,. 
Sweet prelude to the Air (he thus began :. 

SoPHRosYNS 1 thou guard uofeen !. 

Whofe delicate control 
Can turn the difcord of chagria> 

To harmony of foul I 

Above the Ijrre, the lute above, 

Be mine thy melting tone, 
Which makes the peace of all we Iovcj 

The bafis of our own ! 

So fang the nynaph, not uninfpir'd : the fprite. 
Tnvok'd fo fondly in the myftic rite, 
With richeft mufic fwell'd her warbling throat,. 
And gave new fweetnefs to her fwecteft note. 
As when the foraph Uriel firft begun 
To carol to the new-created fun, 
The facrcd echo (hook the vaft profound. 
And chaos perifh'd at the potent found : 



46 THE TRI0MF«S 

So, at the magic of SIs&bva's ftrain. 
Spleen vanifli'cf from^her fire's chaotic braio^^ 
Whofe fibres, lightened of that load, rejoice 
In the dear accents of her dulcet voices 
Much he inclines his mandate to recall 
And fend the fair one to the promis'd ball ; 
But ftubborn pride forbids him to revoke 
The folemn fentenpe, which ill-humor fpoke.. 
Still, confcious of her pow'r, the nymph prolongs 
The foft enchantment of her foothing fongs ; 
Which his fond mind in firm attention ke^pf 
To his fizt hour of fupper and of fleep : 
This now arriv'd, the knight, retiring, flied. 
A double blefiing on his darling's head i 
And with unufual exultation preft 
His lovely cTiild to his parental breaft. 

Thus while to reft the happy fire withdrew,. ^ 
The nymph, more^appy, to her chamber flew ; 
And, Jenny now difmifs'd, the grateful fair 
Breathes to her guardian Sprite this tender pray V ; 
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<*Thou kind prefcrver ! ' whofe attentive zeal 
Gives mey in this contented hoar, to feel 
That deareft pleafure of a foul refin'd. 
The triumph of the felf-corredted mind ; 
If, hapj>7 in the (trength thy fmiles impart». 
I own thy favor in no thanklefs heart, 
StiU let me view thy form, fo juftly dear !. 
Still in kind vifions to chefe eyes appear 1 
Thy friendly dictates, teach me to fulfil ! . 
And let thy aid avert each future ill V* 

While fond devotion taught her thus to fpeak,. 
The foft down fmks beneath her lovely cheek, 
And fettling on her lips, that fwectly clofeK. 
Silence, enamor'd, lulls her to repofe. 
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CANTO III. 

X E kind tranfporters of th* excurfive foul ! 
Ye vifions ! thati when night enwraps the pole,. 
The lively wanderer to new worlds convey, 
Efcaping from her heavy houfe of clay. 
How could the genlle fpirit, foe to ft rife, 
Bear, without you, this coil of waking life ? 
Its grief-embitter'd cares, its joylefs mirth. 
And all the flat realities of earth ? ^ 
Sweet phantoms ! you the glowing hope infpircr 
You give to beauty charms, to fancy, fire. 
When, foaring like the eagle's kindred frame. 
The poet dreams of everlatling fame ; 
Or, tickled by the feather of the dove, 
The fofter virgin dreams of endlefs love. 
There was a time, when fortune^s bright decrees 
Were fcen to realize fuch dreams as thefe ; 
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Now daogVous vifions the fond mind decof 

Vainly to pant for unexiQing joy, , 

While belles and bards with mournful fighsexclaim>, 

Mortality hai feiz*d both Love and Fame. 

Ahy fair Serena, might the boafl: be ours 

To clear from fuch a charge thefe heav'niy powers i 

3Ie& I might thy bard deferve in Fame to fee 

A guard as faithful, as Love proves to thee i 

Bled ! if that airy being gild his life. 

Who fav'd thee, trembling on, the brink of ftrife,-. 

And now, kind prompter of thy nightly dreamy . 

Fiird thy rapt fjpirit with her facred beam ! 

For foon as flumber fet thy foul at large* 

Thy Guardian Pow'r re-vifited her charge ; 

And, lightly hov'ring o'er th' illumin'd bed. 

Thus, with fond fmiles of approbation, faid : 

« Well haft thou paft, fsveet maidj oae trying fcene^ 

One fisry ordeal of the tyrant, Spleen : 
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Thus, mj Serena, may thy force fuftaln- 

Each harder trial, that may yet remain I 

Againft the fiend, to fortify thy foul, 

By ufeful knowledge of her dark control^ 

I come to (how thee, what no mortal eye. 

Save thine, was e'er permitted to defcry ; 

The realms, where Spleen's infernal agents goad 

The ghoftly tenants of her drear abode. 

Now fummon all thy ftrength ! throw fearafide^- 

And firmly truft in thy aetherial guide !'' 

She fpoke : and thro' the night's furrounding (hade 
Th' obedient nymph, not unappall'd, convey'd ; 
Through long, long tradts of darknefs, on they pad 
With fpeed, that ftruck the trembling maid aghafty 
Till now, recov'ring by degrees, (he found 
Her feft foot prefs upon the folid ground. 
Encourag'd by her guide, at length (he tries 
To feafch the gloomy fcenei with anxious eyes» 



♦ ♦< Through- me ye pafs to Spleen's terrific dome^ 
Through mq, to DUcQuteat's eternal Lome : 
Through me, to thofe, who fadden'd human life» 
By fullen humor or vexatious ftrife ; 
And here, through fcenes of endlefs vapors hurl'd»^ 
Are pum(h*din.the forms^they plagu'd the world 2*^ 
Juftly.they feel no}oy, who none:beftow^. 
All ye who enter, ev'ry hope forego I'* 
O'er an arch'd cavern, rough with horrid ftonff . 
On which a feeble light, by flafbes, (hone, 
/Ehefe charaders, that chill'd her foul, with dread* . 
Sbrena, fixt in filent wonder^ read. 
As (he began to fpeak, her voice was drowa!d . 
By the ihrill echo of far other found : 

* Per meji va, nelh ciita doltnte^ 
l^er me Js va nell* eterno dohref 
Per me Ji va tra la perduta genie% 

Lafciate ogni fperanza^ vol cV intrate% 
Sluifte- parole di colore ofcuro 

Fid* io fcriite al fomntQ d*una porta^ . 
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Sorth from the portal lamentable cries 

Of wailing infants, without number, rifcr 

Compaffion to this poor and piteous flock; 

Led the foft maid ftill nearer to the rock. 

The pining band within (he now efpy'd^ 

Mdi touched with tender indignation, cryM; 

** How could ihefe little forms, of life fo brief^. 

Deferve this dire abode of lading grief ?" 

« —Wfell may thy gentle heart be fore concem'd^ 

At fight fo moving," the.mild Sprite return'd : 

«♦ Thou feed in thofe whofe wailings wound thy carf^ 

The puny progeny of modern peers : 

Their fires, by av'rice or ambition led, 

Aliens to love, approach'd the nuptial bed ;. 

With proud indifference, and with cold diftafte^ 

Their homely brides relu^antly embrac'd. 

And by fuch union gave difaftrous birth 

To thefe poor pale incumbrances of earth, 

Who, bred in vanity, with pride their dowV, 

Were Spleen's fure viaims from, their natal hour,. 
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And in their fplendid cradles pul'd and pin'dt 
^Till fate their iltfpun thread of life untwin'd. 
And to this veftibule convey'd their ghofts. 
To form the van-guard of th' infernal hofts^ 
Sat let not pity's ineffedtud charm 
Impede thy progrefs, or thy ftrenglh difafm ! 
Pollow, and fear not : guarded by my care 
From all the phantoms that around thee glare." 

She fpoke ; and enterM, ere.the nymph reply*d» 
A pafs that open'd in the cavern's fide» 
LoW| darki and rocky— with her body bent, 
^Serbva followed down the dire defcent. 
A fudden light foon ftruck her dazzled view ^ 
But 'twas a light of fuch infernal hue» 
As double horror to the darknefs gave. 
With dread refle<^ion from a duflcy wave. 
Round a black water tatterM fpe<5):res (land. 
With each a tiny taper in his hand 4 
Fierce mendicants ! who ftrive feme alms to win 
From the fair waad'rer, with laceflant din. 
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The guardian Spirit faw Serena grievt. 
To hear of wants (he'knew not to relieve') 
And to the gen'rous nymph in pity cries : 
« The gulf of Indolence before us lies, 
O'er whofe dull flood, to ^hich no bank is feefif 
A boat mud waft thee to the dome of Spleen* 
Thcfe pallid figures, that around thee prefs. 
And haunt thee wiih importunate diflrefs. 
On earth were beggars of each different clafs^ 
Though blended here in one promlfcuou^ mafs* 
The poor, who fpurn'd kind induftry's control. 
The rich who begg'd from penury of foul : 
Both by their abjeft pride alike debas'd, 
Blafphem'd that nature, which they both difgrac*d> 
And, hither by the fuUen fiend convey'd, 
«ere ftill ihey ply their ineffedlual trade ; 
In chafe of each new paffenger they run, 
Condemned to beg from all, to gain by none, 
But from thefe wretches turn thy fruillefs care I 
Behold the gulf before thee and beware! 
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K6r touch the ftream, which mortal fenfc &trcomt^ 
And by its baleful charm the foul benumbs !*' 
^< Can mortal pafs !" the (hudd'ring njrAph rcply'c^ 
«*This ftJlen, flow, unnavigablc tide. 
In whofe black current this enormous motlnd 
Of ftapekis ftdne appears, this horrid boundy 
That feems an everlafting guard to keep 
O'er the dull waters that beneath it creep P' 

While yet (he fpoke» with a refounding (hodCf 
?orth from the arch of the impending rock, 
Which o'er the naurm*ring eddy hung fo k)W| 
The lazy riTer fcarce had room to flow. 

Of rude conftruAioni and in rdugheft plight} 

A boat now ifTu'd to Serbna's fight ; 

An empty boat, that flowly to the (hore 

Advanc'd, without the aid of fail or oar ; 
I Self-mov'd it feem'd, but foon the nymph beheld 

A grifly figure, who the fiern impelled* - 
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'Wading behind, the horrid form appcar'd j 
Above the water his ftrong arm lie rcar'd. 
And *crofs thecreepinpfloodthe crazy vcffel fteer'd* 
The hcav'nly Sprite obferv'd her trembling ward, 
"Whofe growing fears the hideous pafs abhor*df 
And cheering thus fhe fpake : " This fpe^re boaftl 
The chief dominion of thefe dreary coafts ; 
To him, thy pilot, without dread, confign, 
And place thy body in his barque fupine.l 
So through this arching rock thou'lt pafs alonCi 
Safe from the perils of th' incumbent done : 
Embark, undaunted!— on the farther fide 
Thou'lt furely £nd me, thy unfailing guide. 
Nor let this pilot raife thy groundlefs dreads 
This fullen Charon of the froward dead, 
A phantom, never bleft with human life. 
Though oft on earth his noxious pow'r is rife ; 
And in that rcgloq, ne'er from error free, 
The words he dl(5tates are adign'jd to me* 
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©bfervc this fiend, that Nature icora'd to frame>. 
Offspring of Pride, and Apathy his name I 
PaGEons-he ne'er can feel, and ne*er impart, 
A mi(^reated imp, without a heart ; 
In place of which, his fubtle parent pinn'd 
A bladder, filPd with circulating wind. 
Which fe'ems with mimic life the mafs to warqi^ 
And gives falfe vigor to his bloated form. 
Bat place thee in the boat bis arms diredl, "^ 
My love (hall watch thee, and mj pow'r proteft/*' 
So fpake the friendly Sprice ; th' obedient maid 
Her form along the narrow veiTel laid : 
' Vxkt oh ! what terrors (hake her tender foaU 
As from the (hore the barque begins to roily 
And, fevered from her friend, her eyes difcera 
The (leering fpeftre, wadmg at the ftern I 
Far ftronger f^ars her refolution melt^ 
Than thofis which erfl the bard of Florence felt^ 
When, by the honored (hade of Virgil led 
TiaroBgh all the drearjr circles of the deadt, '.. M 
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Hell's fi^rcefi demons tbceaten'd to divide 
The liViQg poet from his Ihadowy guide ; 
And bade hlm» friendlefs, and alone, returnt^ ' 
Through th^ dire horrors of the dark fojoura*. 
Not long the lovelj fair one's terrors laft $ 
For, fafely through th* impending rock (he paft £.. 
And, flow advancing to the gloomy fl:rand» 
The fullen pilot brings her fafe to land. 
There, fondlj hov*ring on her guardian plumes^ 
The heav'nly monitor her charge refumes ; 
Andi fmiling, leads along the rocky road» . 
Whofe windings open into Spleen's abode. 

Thou queen of (hades ! > whofe fpirit-damping {§^ 
Too oft is feen^be poet's pride to quelle 
t/bij I, unpunilh*d by thy fubtil pow'r» 
Dare to difplay thy fubterranean bow^r. 
And to this wond'riog upper world ezplaift , 
The (badowy horrors of thy feeret reign i 
Entering beneath a wide faotaftic arcb^ 
Koand the drear circuit of the domeiheymsudi^ . 
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Which a pale fkCh from many a fiery fprite- 
Frequent illames with iatermitting light r 
Sacli, as on earth, to Snperftition's eyei 
Denounces ruin, from the northern iky» 
While file difcerns, amid the nightly glare# 
Armies -embattled in the blazing(.attr.- 

Around the nymph uanumber*d phantoms gUd^ ; 

H6re fwell the bloated race of bulky Pride s 

In dofe and horrid unioni there appear 

The wilder progeny of frantic (tax y- 

Mif-ihapen monfters I whofe'ftupenddos frame- 

Abhorrent nature has refus'd'^to name. 

Here, in>cameleon colors, lightly flit 

The motley ofl&pring of diforder'd Wit* 

All things prodigious the widexave contaih'd» 

And forms, beyond wha^ fiible ever feign'd s . 

But, as the worm, tbat, on the dewy green»^ 

Springs half to view, and half remains unfeen^ 

Berceiving near its cell a human tread» 

Slinks back.to earth, aud bide^ics timid bead :. 
r a- 
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Soi whece tht heat'sdy Spirit deign'd to load^. 
The ftartled fpetees firom her ftep recede i . 
And as abafli'd thef from her eye retires 
8iak into nufti or melt in flaid fire. . 

High on an ebon durone^ iuperbly ^wrought:: 
With each fierce figure of iaaiaftic thoughi^ 
In a deep coire» iriiere no bright beam intrudes^. 
0*er her black fiehemes tht fuUen emprefs broods»^ 
The fcreedi-owrsy mingled with the raven's plomc^^ 
Shed o*er her farrowed brows- an awful gloom ^: 
A garb* that glares with ftripes of land fl»me,:^ 
Wraps in terrific pompi her haggard frame s ^ 
Round her a ferpent, as her zQne» is rqU'd». 
Which, writhlng» (Ungn itfelf in evVy fold«v 

Near her pavilion, in barbaric fiate. 
Four mutes the mandates of their queen await. 
From fickly Fancy bred,.l^iuUen Sloth, 
Both parents' curie, yet pampered JliU by botbt 
Firft ftands Difeafe ; an hag, of magic ppw'r# 
Varying her frightful vi&ge evVy hour^ 
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BerboTEOTS height'niog, as thoje chaoget la^ 
And each new form xnore hideous than the paftt . 
Detradion next a (bapelefs fiend> appears^ 
Whoyfe flirivelPd hand a naiftj mirror rears |^; 
^am*d bj inaUgnant Art th* infernal toy 
IHyerts the lately. meia ckf fiooiling Jojt^ 
Jtobs rofeabp beauty of auraaive graces 
And gives a fiepdame's frowaxo Nature's &Mi:. 
The third in placet but with a fiercer air* 
See the troe Gorgon» Difiippolntmentt glare 1 
By who& ttnrtfic pow'r Delight's o'erthrawn | ; 
And Hope*« warm heart becom e s an icy ftoac« . 
Laft> In a gorgeous robe> that, iH beftow'd» , 
Bows her* mean body by its cumbrons loady.' 
Stands fretful Dfifcoojbentf of fiends the worOn. 
By dignity debas*d» by blefliag« cur<&* 
Who poifons Pfeafiire with the foureft lear'Sr . 
And makes a hell of Love's ecftatic heav^ 

The guide celeftial, near this ghaMy groups 
Perceiv'd her tender chargt with terror droop t 



•• Fear not> fwect maid," (henries, " my fteps purforf- 
Nor gaze too long- on this infernal crew !' 
Turn from Detradion's fafcinatihg glafs ! ' 
In filence crofs the throne ! obferve, and pafs T 
Beyond this dome, the palace of the qneea. 
Her empire winds through many a dreary fcenq^ 
Where (he torments, as their deierts requiret^- 
Her Tarioos vidims, that on earth expire ;. 
Bach dafs' apart : for in a diff 'rent cell 
The fiercer the fretful, and t^e fuUen dwell ! * 
Theie fbalt thott (lightly V4ew» in vapors horrd^, 
Andfwiftly then regain thy native worlds. 
But firft remark, within that ample nicbr 
With ev'ry quaint device of fplendpr ricbf 
Y^n fihantom, who, from vulgar eyes withdrawxw 
Appears to (b-etch in one eternal yawn :-^ 
Of empire here he holds the toti'rlng helm,. 
Primeminifter in Spleen's difcordant realm^ 
Tho^ pillar of her fprcading ftatc, and more,^. 
JQer darling ofispriogi whom.on earth flicborec^r 
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Ebr as on eacth his wayward mptber %ay'd. 
Grandeur, with eyes of fire, her fpria furvey'd^ 
And wiih ftroQg paffion (Urting from fats throne^ 
Unloos'd th^ {iiUeo qo^en^s reludaot zone. 
From hU embrace, conceived in moody joyt. 
Rofe the round image of a bloated boy ; 
Hii niarfe, wa& ladoleqcc s bU tutori Ponip^ 
Who kept the child from ev'ry cbUdifli romp ^. 
They reared their nurfling to the bulk you fe«9. 
And hb proud parents called their imp EnMulf 
This realm^hf tnks^ and-in^fuperb attirC: 
Vifits each earthly pala^se of his (ire s 
Arthoufand fliapes he wears, now pert, now fdjBB^, 
Sorfoes (^ach grave coaceit, or idle whim | 
In arms, in arts,4^oyemment eogage^y 
With monarchs, poets, poUticians, fiiges ;, 
Bat drops each work, the moineat it's begiUK#. 
And, trying all things, can accomplifli aooe (; 
Tct o'er e^ xaokt wi age, ^ .6x, his fway 
iS^yrtads iuidii(ciem!d^ aodsnakss thf waddiitfBMf^, 
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The ligbt coquet, amid flirtatioDi fighs. 

To find him lurk in PleaTure's vain difguifei 

And the grave' nun difcavers, in her cell. 

That holj water but augments his fpelK 

As thC' Orange monfter of the ferpent breed. 

That haunts, s(s -travelers tell^ the marfliy meady 

Devours each nobler beaft, though firmly grown*' 

To fize and ftrength fuperior to his own ;-• » 

For on the grazing horfe, or larger bMp 

Subdy he fprings^ of dark falivafAlI, 

With fwiftly-d^rting tongue hts prey anointa- 

With venom, potent to diflblve its joints,^ 

Aibd, while its bulk in liquid poifon fwims. 

Swallows its melting bone^md fidtd limbs s 

So this Ennui, this wonder-working elf. 

Can vanquiflt pow'rs far mightier than himfclft 

Nor Wit Dor Science foar Mis reach above, . 

And oft he feizes on fucce£iful love* 

Of aB the radiant hoft who lend their aid^ 

{Co>U|ght nuakiaithroogh life!s bewiU&ing.fiiad^. 



/•J TEMFEE« 6^ 

bright Chkrity alone^ wkh cloadlefs taji 
May boaft exemption from his baleful fway t 
Hafte then, fweet uymph, nor let us longer roam 
Hound the drear circle of this dangerous dome I 
Xicft e'en thy guidci entangled in his ipell» 
^Should fail to guard thee from a fiend fo fell !'* 

So fpeaking, the kind Spirit's anxious care 
Xed from the palac« the attentive fair» 
And» winding through a paflage dark and rude^ 
Thus the mild monitor her (peech renewed : 
^* 'Gainft fear and pity now thy bofi>m fteel^ 
For fights more horrible I now reveal I 
Spleen's tortured victims vie W| with dauntlefs eyes : 
For lo ! her penal realms before thee rife i" 
The nymph advancing} {aw» with mute amazC} 
A difmal) deepi enormous dungeon blaze. 
Stones of red fire the hideous wall compos'd ; 
And maffive gates the horrid confine clos'd* 
Th' infernal portrefs of this doleful dome^ . 
-«1Vitb fiery lips| that fwell'd with pois'noos foam^ 
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Pale Difcord, rag'd ; with whofe tormenting tcit>g«n 
Through all its caves di' extenfive region rung j 
A Irvipg vulture was the fury's crcft ; 
And in her hand a rattle-fnake flie preft, 
Whofe angry joints inceffantly were heard 
To 'found defiance to the fcreaming bird. 

<^ The boundlcfs depth of this dire prifoa hoMi 
The untamed fptrits of imperious fcdds : 
Mor think that females only fill thecitve ! 
Male termagants ^aye liy'd^ and htfe they rate^ 
, All of each fex are pent wi^in diis pRle» 
Who knew no ufe of languagei b«t to rsiiL'* 
Thus to her charge exdaim'd the beav'nly guid^ 
Andj as (he fpoke» the^portals open'd wide^ 
And to th' obfervance of the (hndd'ring makli 
Th' immeafurable den was all difplay*d* 
But oh ! vhat various noifes from within 
Fill the vext air with one ftupendous dm I 
Mourning's deep groan^ and anger's furious ca9^ 
Terror's loud cry, and ^cAatien's UiUdXln 



!lie fob of paffioO} che by (leric fcreaiiif ^ 
knd ihrieks of frensf, in its fierce eztremei 
n this wild tipfoar, ev^ry found's combin'dy 
That Auns the fenfes, and diftra^s the mind. 
^ Mark'' (to the nymph Sof huosthe began) 
< The fierce Xantippe flamingo m the van, 
The vafe» (he empty'd on the fage's headf 
iiangs o'er her owni a different fliow*r to {bed ^ 
Tor, drop by drop, diftilliog liquid fire» 
!t fills the Tixen with new tropes of ire. 

Beyond d&e Grecian dame extend your YieW| 
\Tid mark the fpe^tre of a modem (brew I 
3he, who, whene'er (be din'd, with furious lodl^ 
Spurn'd her nice food, and bellow'dat ber cook^ 
[iere juftly feels a culinary racki 
Bound, like Ixion, to a whirling jade.'* 
Serbha gaiE'd, but foon (be turn'd away, 
Mute with difguft, and (hxidd'rbg with difioaayt 
« To fccncs Icfs hideous let us now repair T* 
(Said the kind gfiard of the dejeded fw^ 
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-And, cheering her faint charge, her ftep (he led 
To the near dwelling of the fretful dead. 
Of duiky adamant the dungeon rofe ; 
A dingy mirror its dark fides compofe, 
X.efIeAing with a thoufand quaint grimaces^ 
The pale inhabitants' diftorted faces. 
^* Here, like a dame of quality arrayM» 
Sits Peeviflinefs, prefiding o*er the (badet 
And frowning at her own i;incomely mien, 
Whofe coarfe r€fle<^ion on the wall is feen. 
A fnatling lap-dog'her right-hand reftrains. 
Her lap an infant porcupine contains. 
Which, while her fondnefs tries its wrath to ftill. 
Wounds her each moment, with a pointed quill. 
The froward fpirits here in durance fret, 
Whofe tefty life was one continued pet.j 
Here they in trifles that vexation find. 
Which teaz'd on earth their irritated mind.- 
Obferve tlie phantom, who, with eyes aficance 
Giill to the mirror turns her eager glance J 
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See ! taher cheek, inceiTant as (he turnsr 
Her vcx'd blood ruflies, and her vifage bUrnsw 
Beauty for bftlng blifs had form'd the maid ;- 
JLove to ber charms his faithful homage paid ^ 
But, all this fwelling tide of joy to check, 
A fatal freckle rifes on her neck z 
Her foft cofmetics the griev'd nymph appliesr 
Succefs attends her, and the freckle dies : 
But ah ! this vi(5lory avails her not ; 
She finds an hydra in the teazing fpot i 
Faft as one flies, another ftill fucceeds. 
And with eternal food her fretful humor feeds- 
Near to the nymph, in a more moody fit. 
See the pale phantom of a peevifh wit ! 
Mark with what frowns his eager eyes pcrufe, 
Wet from the prefs, three Critical Reviews I 
With wounded vanity's diftra£ting rage 
How rapidly he runs through evVy page I 
He finds fome honors lavi(h'd on his verfe. 
And }oy*s faint gleams his gloomy fpirit pierce*. 
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Bat oh ! too foon thefe feeble fparks decay^.. 
And keen vexation re-aflumes her prey. 
HatiQg reproof, in e?Vy fibre fore. 
One cenfur'd particle torments him more. 
More tban a haadrcd happier lines delighty 
Which lib'ral favor condefcends to cite* 

But time will fail us, if we paufe to view ■ 
The various torments of the tefty crew ; 
Tbofe wretched chymifts, whofc o'erhcated braui(i^ 
Eztra^ from nothing a fubftantial, pain. 
Yet, ere to different diftrifts we advance. 
Take of one fretful tribe a tranfient glance 1 « 
Their uafofpefted punifliments fupplf 
A lefTon, ufeful to the female eye« 
Spleen's livelieft agent here beguiles the^ gay> , 
Fair to aurad, and flatt'ring to betray." 
As thus the kind «therial guardian fpoke. 
Within a, rock, whence plaintive murmurs brok^ ^ 
She touch'd a fecret fpring, whofe pow'r was fucfe^ 
Tvtro ^arriog; dpofs unfolded at the touch. 
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Acdj with the charms of regal fpkflbdor bright^. 

A cheerful banquet fparkles to the fight* 

Viands fo light^fo elegantlj grac*df 

Might tempt e'en Temperance herfelf to tafte- i 

For fruits alone compos'd th- inticing treaty 

Fair to the eye* and to the palate fvTeet. 

In fuch bright juice the peach and cherry {mtOf 

As make the topaz and the ruby dinu 

Here, crown'd with ev'ry fldwV, and gaily/dreft' 

In all the glitter of a Gallic veft» 

Whofe ample folds her loath(bme body fcreen'di 

A child of lux'ry reigns, a fubtle fiend i 

Who, with a grace that ev'ry heart allures. 

Smiles on the luftre of her rich liqmurt. 

Her fatal fmiles their utmoft powV exert 

To poiibn beauty at her dire deCert ^ 

To blad th&rofe that health'sbright cheeLadoms^^ 

And fill each fedive. heart with latent thorns ^ 

For the fly fiend> of ev'ry art pofleft^ • , 

Steals on th* affe<5tion of her female guedj, 4 
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Andf by her fofc addrelsy feducing ^ch, . 
Eftger (he plies th^n with a brandy peach s - 
They, with keen lip, the lofcious fruit devour r. 
But fwiftly feel its peace-deftroying pow'r« 
Quick through each vein new tides of frenzy idl.: : 
All evil paffions kindle in the foul ; 
Drive from eadi^ feature ey'ry cheerful graces;. 
And glare ferocious in the fallow face ; . 
The wounded nerves in furious ^qpnflid tears- 
Then (ink in blank dejection and defpair* 
Effie^ts more dire, thus tempting to deceive* , 
The apple wrought not in the foul of Eve. 
Howe'er di(gais'd, in jelly, or in jam. 
Spleen has no poifon furer than a dram*^ 

<' But hafte we now" (the heavenly lead^ cries) 
<< To where this penal world's laft wonder lies !^ 
She fpoke ; and led the aymph through deeper dells. 
Low murmVing vaults, and horror-brcathing ccljs^ 
- And now they pafs a perforated cage. 
Where ranc'rous {paStrct v^ithout number, rage* 
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«* Avert thine eye I** ( Ae heav'nly Spirit &id) 
•••Nor view thefe abjed tribes of envious dead ! : 
Who pin'd to hear the voice of truth proclaim , 
A fifter's beauty, or a brother's fame ! 
Though crown'd with all profperity imparts, . 
High in their various ranks, and fev'ral arts ; : 
Yet, meanly funk by envy's bafc control. 
They dy'd in that confumption of the foul ; 
And here, through bars that twifted adders make» , 
And the long volumes of th' envenom'd fnake, 
O'er this dark road they dart an anxious eye. 
Still envying ev'ry fiend that flutters by. 
Fafs ! and regard them not T^-Th' attentive maid i 
In filent tremor, die beheft obey'd. 

This dungeon croft, her weary feet fhe drags > 
Through winding caverns, and o*er icy crags : : 
Soul-chilHng damps In the dark pafTage reign, , 
Which ifTues on a vaft and dreary plain. 
Fanned by no breezes, with no verdure crowa'd j^ 
The black horizon is its only bound*. 
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And now adtpandngy m a drizzlj mtfh^ 
Through fallea phaiitoins> bating to exift^ 
SsasirA fpiesy high o'er his fubjedts plac'dy* 
The ghaftly tyrant of the gloomy wafte. 
Marm'ring he fits upon a rocking (lone» 
Th' unftable bafe of his ill-founded throne t. 
Hideous his facet and horrible his frame,. 
Mifanthropy the grifly mohfter's name I 
Hun to fierce Pridcj with raging paflion forpi 
The frowning gorgon» Drfappointmenti bore ;. 
On earth detefted, and by heav'n abhorred. 
Of this drear wild he reigns the moody lord« 
Few arei the fubjefU of his wafte domain^ 
And fcarce a female in his frightful train» 
Except one changing corps of ancient prudes^. 
ReluAant here the prying band intrudes. 
Each, who on.earth» behind her artful fan, 
Eeign'd coarfe averfion to the creature, man,. 
Is doom'dy in this^.dark region^ to abide 
Some tranilcnt gaiaiox Vij^ocu\.\c ^xvia*. 
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H^re ev^r-doring chains thofe fcoSers bind, 
Whofe writiogs deaden and debafe the mind ; ; 
Who mock creation with injarious fcorOf 
And feel a fancied void in plenty's horn. 
Ifk his right-handji an emblem of his cares^ 
A branch of aconite, the monarch bears ^ 
And thofe four phantoms, who this region hauntf . 
He feeds with berries from this dead^ plant } 
For, ftrange to tell ! though fever'd from its root^, 
The bough ftill blackens with fucceffit^e frait* 
The tribes, who tafte it, burft into a fit 
Of raving mockery, and ranc'rous wit ; 
And, pleased their tyrant's ghaMy fmile to comt^. 
By vile diftortioQS make him various fport. 
The frantic rabble, who his fway confefs. 
Before his throne an hideous puppet drefs : . 
When in unfeemly rags they have array'd 
The image from their own dark femblance madey. 
In horrid gambols round their work they throngt^ 
Witb aiQC/c.daQQe and rude dv{coI^^svV^^'o% V s 
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Satire's rank ofiFals on the block they flingr. 

And call it nature, to delight their k'lng : 

I 

While in their features he exults to fee 
The frowns of torture, mixt with grins ofglec. 
For, as thefe abjeft toils engage the crew. 
Their own grim idol darkens to their view ; 
Wide and more wide hs horrid ftature fpreads^ 
And o*er the tribe new confiernation fiieds ^ 
For each forgets, in his bewilder'd gaze^ 
*Tis but a monfter, which he help'd to raife. 
As o'er its form their dizzy glances roll>. 
It (Irikes a cheerlefs damp through all the fouU 
Vainly to (bun the baleful fight they try,. 
It draws for ever the reludlant eye : 
At each review with deeper dcead they ftart ;-* 
A colder chaos numbs each freezing heart. 
No mutual confidence, no friendly care. 
Relieves the panic they are doom'd to. bear :. 
For as they (hrink abforb'd in wild affright. 
When each to each inclines his wounded Cghta, 
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They feel, for focial comfort, four difguft, 
And all the fuUen anguilh of diftruft. 

Around tbefe wretches in the drear abode> 
The ghadlj grinning fiend, Derifion, rode, 
Who to their wayward nunds on earth fupplyM 
Perverted ridicule^s malignant tide. 
His deed of Pegafus the femblance bore ; 
But with falfe wings, that knew not how to foar : 
Where'er he pafs'd, with mifchief in his look, 
A founding whip of knotted fnakes he (hook ; 
And laugh'd in lalhing each pretended fage, 
Whofc malice wore the ma(k of moral rage. 
An uncouth bugle his left-hand difplay'd^ 
From a grey monkey's (kull, by Cunning made. 
And form'd to pour, in harmony's defpite. 
Sounds that each jarring fenfe of pain excite-^ 
And now his livid lips this bugle blsw 4 
Through ev'ry den the piercing dlfcord flew : 
The fiends all anfwer'd in one hideous yell. 
And in a fearful trance Sersma feU. 
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Hence from the lovely nymph her fenfcs fled. 
Till through the parted curtains of her bed. 
The amorous fun, who now begun to rife, 
Ziftf with a fportive beam, her op'ning eyet* 
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CANTO rv. 



IaILi thou enKghttn'd globe of human joy ! 
^here focial cares the foften'd heart employ ; 
'hat cheering rays of -vital comfort roll 
I thy bright vegions, o'er the reft u'd foul^ 
hich Tcapiog from the dark domain of Spleen, 
>ririgs, with new warmth, to thy attra<5llve fcene I 
nee more I blefs thy pleafure- breathing gale, 
nd gaze, enchanted, on thy iiowery vale, 
here fmiling innocence, and ardent youth, 
>ort, hand in hand, with beauty and with truih. 
)ort on, fwect revellers 1 in rcfy bow'rs, 
.fe from th' intrufion of all evil pow'rs ! 
h, frultlefs wiflx of the benignant Mufe, 
hich to this chequer'd world the Fates refufe 1 
)r round its precinfls many an ugly Q)rite 
»eeds, undlfcern'd, to poifon pure delight ; 
H 
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Amidd the foremod of this haggard band^ 
rUnweary'd pofler of the Tea and landt 
Wrapt in dark tnifis, malignant Scandal ffies, 
While envfs poifon*d breath the buoyant gale foppfiof' 
Though Shbridam, with fliafts of comic wit^ 
JPierc*d, and exposed her to the laughing pit* 
Th* immortal hag flill wears her paper crown^ 
The dreaded emprefs of the idle town : 
O'erleaping her prerogative of old, 
To fink the noble^ to defame the bold ; 
In chafe of worth to flip the dogs of ftrife. 
Through all the ample range of public lifej 
The tyrant now, that fanfluary burft 
Where happlnefs by privacy is nurftf 
Her fury rifiDg, as her powers increafCf 
Overturns the altars of domeflic peace. 
Pleased ioJier dark and gall-diflilling clood 
The fportive form of innocence to lhroud» 
Beauty's young train ktr baleful eyes furrey, 
ToMisirk the faireft, as bet £aVt\\t ^t«j- * 



Hence, f^rect Serena, while thy fplrlt ftray'd 
Round the deep realms of fubterranean {hades- 
This keeneft agent of th' infernal powYs 
On earth was bufied, in thofe tranquil hoursy. 
To hlaft thy peace, and poi£)n'd darts to aim^ 
Againft the honor of thy fpotlefs name : 
For Scandal, redlefs fiend, who never knows. 
The balmy bleffing of an hour's repofe. 
Worn, yet unfatcd, with her daily toil, 
In her bafe work confumes the midnight o!l». 
O'er fiercer fiends when heavy flambers creep*. 
When wearied av'rice and ambition fleep. 
Scandal is vigilant, and keen to fpread 
The plagues that fpring from her prolific head*. 
On truth's fair bafis ihe her falfehood buildSf 
With tinfel femiment its furface gilds ; 
To nightly labor from their dark abodes 
The demons of the groaning prefs (he goadsy. 
And fmiles to fee their rapid art fupply 
Ten tA(7u/ancL wings to cv'ry lid^x\ij^%. 
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In triumph now behold the hag applauds 
Her keen and favVite Impi ingenious Frandt , 
Her quick compofitor, whoft flying hand . 
Has clos'd the paragraph (he keenly planned .r 
No nynap^ (he nam*d> yet mark'd her vile iatentr. 
That duUnefs could not mifsthe name (he meant. ;> 
In fatire's tints the injur'd fair (he drew. 
In form, an angel, but in faul, a Jew. 

It chancM her fire among his friends enroU'd • 
A weahhy fenator, infirm and old ; 
Who, dup*d too early by a gen'r'^us hearty 
Rafhly afium'd a mifanthropic part : 
Though peeviQi fancies would his mind incroftr. 
Good-nature's image Inrk'd beneath their ni&i: 
And gay Serena, with that fportive wit 
Which heals the folly that it deigns to hit. 
Would oft the (icknefs of his foul beguile, 
And teach the fullen humorift to fmile ; 
Pleased by her virtuous frolics to aiTuage. 
The mental anguUh of diil^mper'd ag^ • , 
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Tbts ancient friend^ in a farcaftic iktlch, 
Was marked by Scandal as a moneyed wretchi 
For whom the young, yet mercenary fair 
Had fabtly fpread a matrimonial fnare* 
With fuch bafe matter, more diffofdy wrought;^. 
The fpirit-piercbg paragraph was fraughtf 
(Ver which with glee the eye of Scandal glar'd^- 
Which for the op'ning prefs herfelf prepared ; 
She on the types her inky wad let faU» 
And (mear'd each letter with her bitt*reft gall $ 
The prefsy whofe ready gripe the charge receives^ 
Stamps it fucceflive on ten thoufand leaves^ 
Which, pU'd in heaps, impatient feem to liet 
They only wait the dawn of day, to fiy. 

Now, as the child, in lonely chamber laid^. 
tfote in the dark, and of itfelf afraid. 
When, haply confcious of the pain it feels^ 
The watcbfttl mother to its pillow fieals, 
Springs to her bread, and (hakes of all alarms- 
leeliDg its fafety iahcr'foft'ri0g>armft>^ 
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With fuch quick joy, in innocence as young^v 
The foft Sbrina from her pillow fprung, ^ 
Pleased to ayrakc from her terrific drtam» . 
And feel the cheerful fun's returning beam»^ 
Eage^.flie rofe^ in bufy thought^ nor (laid 
The wonted fummons of. her pnn^ual maid» . 
And as her own fair hands adjuft her veft. 
The guardian cincture flutters on her bread ; . 
For fondly, when (he wak'd or when (he fleptf . 
Still round her heart tb' important zone (he kept^ ^ 
Thou.happy girdle .1 to thy change be juft ! . 
Firm be thy threads, and faichful to their truft ; ^ 
For hours approach, when all the (lores they hide.: 
Of magic virtue, muft be ftrongly try'd !-r 
Now, while her kind domeiftic heart intends . 
To pleafe her early fire the nymph defccnds ; , 
But fleep, whu left the fair with fudden flight, . 
With late wings hoyer'd o'er the good old knight, ;- 
And thcL chill circle of the lone b\gon , 
Informs the (hiv !ring maid flie rofe too fooiu^ 
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^is tmoy attentiye John's unfailing eart- 
Began the sites of breakfaft to prepare }.. 
But yet no fires pn the cold altar burD», . 
No fmole arifes from the Giver unif. 
And thejblank tea-board^ where no viands laj^. 
Only fupply'd the paper of the day. 

Though mild Ssrima's peacc-devoted miad" 
The keen debate of politics declin'd^ 
And heardi with cold contempt, or gen'rou& hatef . 
The frauds of party and the lies of date $ 
Nor car'd much more for fafhion's looie intriguef».. 
Than factious bickerings or foreign leagues- 1 
Yety while (he faunters idle and alone* 
Her carelefs cje& are on th« paper thrown*. 

As fome gay youth, whenfportive £rtends engag|| ; 
Tckview the furious ourang in his cage. 
If, while^amus'd, he fees the monfter grin* 
And trufts too cavelej&, to the bolts within^ . 
If the dy bead, as near the gate he draw8»* 
Tear, him^ nn|;ji4rde4i.witb.pro](;Aed pawi^^ . 
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Starts at the woundy and feels his bofom thritt^ 

With pain and wonder at the fadden iU » 

So did SfiaBMA dart, fo wildly gaze» 

In foch mizt pangs of anguifli and amazej 

I«eliag the wound which Scandal had dcfign'd 

To lacerate her mild and modeft mind* 

Startledi as oncf who from eledric wire» 

Unheeding, catches unfafpe^ed fire^ 

She readsf then almoft doubts that flie has ready- 

And thinks fome Tifion hovers round her head* 

NoWf her fixt eye fome ftriking words confine^ 

And now (he daru it thrice through ev'ry line ^ 

Nor could amazement more her fenfes (hak^ 

Had ev'ry letter been a gorgon's fnake. 

Now rifiDg indignation takes its turUf 

* 
And Jier flafli'd cheeks with tingling bluflies buF8». 

With reftlefs motion and with many a frown. 

Through the wide room (he paces up and down t- 

Now, mufing, makes a momentary ftand^ 

The &tal jpaper flutt^rms laViw V»ai» 
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So the fhy bird, by cruel fportfmcn fprung, 
And by their random-fire, feverely ftung^^ 
Scar'dy not difabled, by the diftant wound, 
Now trembling flies, now ikims along the ground^.. 
Now vainly tries, injonae fequeftcr'd fpot, 
From her gorM breaft to (hake the galling fliot. 

Ye tender nympbs ! whofe kindling fouls would flamei 
Touch'd, like SsRENA'sy.by Injurious blame, 
O let your quick and kindred fpirks form 
A Tivid pidlure of the mental Ilorm 
In which (he labored, and whofe force to paint. 
The Mufc's ftrongeft tints' appear too faint ; 
In fympathetic thougl^ her fu£PrIng fee ! 
But O, forerer from fuch wrongs be free ! 

Her faithful girdle try'd its pow'r to faye. 
And oft a monitory impulfe gate ; 
Still unregarded, dill unfelt, it preft . 
With ufclefs energy her heaving breaft, 
Her mind, forgetful of the magic zone, 
FpU cltbe burning fliaft by ScwdijL^x^'fwii^ 



83 THE TMUMPHflt 

With blended notes ofibrrow and difdain^. 

Tbusy in diforder'd language, vents iu p^ Z: 

<< Had malice dar'd my honor to defame 

The felf-refuted lie had loft its aim : 

But here the world, deceivM by flondVous ar^. . 

Muft think Serena has a venal heart." 

A venal heart ! at that detefted foundf 

In fwelling anguifli her funk voice was drown*d^ 

Now was a fearful crifis of her fate : 

DIftended now by paflion's growing wetghtf 

And for its roiflrefs fiU'd with coDfcious dread. 

The magic girdle crack'd through ev'ry thready , 

And fnapp'd perchance by Scandal*s force accurft>. 

From her full heart the guardian zone had burft,. 

And, fpiie of all the virtues of the fair, 

The fpell of happinefs had funk, in air. 

But that SoPHROSYNEy whofe friendly fear 

Timely forefaw this trial too fevere. 

An early fuccor gain'd from fecret love» 

From the fell kite to fnatch the falling dove* 
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As Nature ftudies, in her wide domalny 
To blend fome antidote with ev'ry bane ; 
Thus her kind aid the friendly pow'r contrlv'd. 
That from the quarter whence the wound arriy*df 
There flow'di the anguifh of that wound to caUa» 
A foothing) fofc» and medicinal balm. 
As in her agitated hand, the fair 
Wav'd the loofe paper with diforder'd air^ 
In capitals (he faw Serbna flame $ 
She blufh'd, flie lhudder*d» as £be viewed the name>; 
Her ready fears fubflde in new furprifcf 
And eager thus (he reads with lighten d eyes : 



^ G09 faithful fonnet, to Serema fay 
What charms peculiar in her features reign : 

A Aranger, whom her glance may ne'er furvey, 
Pays her this tribute in no flatt'rlng drain. 

Tell her> the bard> in beauty's wide domaiiH 
Has fcen a Yir|;in's cheek as richly glow. 
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A bofomi where theblae xneandring vein 

Sheds a foft luftre through the lucid fnow^ 
Eyes that as brightly flafli with joy and youthf 

And locks, that like her own, luxuiiant flowt 
Then fay, for then (he cannot doubt thy truths 

That the wide earth no female form can (bow 
Where nature's legend fo diftinaly tells. 

In this fair ihrine a fairer fpirit dwells/ 



W^ith curious wonder the reviving maid 
Viewed this fond homage to her beauty paid ^ 
A fecond glance o*er ev'ry line flie caft. 
And half pronouncd and half fupprefs'd the laft, 
While modcft plcafure> and Ingenious pride, 
Kcr buiT.ing cheek with deeper crimfon dy'd. 

O Praifc ! thy language was by heav'n dcfign*d| 
As manna to the faint bewilder'd mind : 
Eca'.ity und diffidence, whofe hearts rejoice 
In iLc LiLid comfort of thy checiiag vcice^ 
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^In ihls mU wood of life, wert thou not njgh, 
Muft, like the waadYing babes, lie down and die ; 
Bat thy fweet accents wake new vital pow'rs, 
And make this thorny path a path of flow*rs : 
As oil, on ocean's troubled waters fpread. 
Smooths the rough billow to a level bed. 
The foothing rhyme, thus foften'd into reft 
The painful tumult of Serena's breaft. 

Now, to hcrfelf reftor'd, the confcious mail 
The lurking fiend's infidious fnare furvey'd j 
Her nerves, with grateful trepidation, own, 
A fllghter preiTure from the faithful zone ; 
And in fond thought (he breathes a thankfbl prayV 
For her jetherial guardian's conftant care ; 
Yet with a keen defire her bofom glow'd, 
To hear from whom the gentle fonnet flowed 5 
But kind SovHEOSYNE, who watch'd, uofeenf 
To fljteld her votary from the wiles of Spleen^ 
As friendly loye had fixt a future timci 

When to reveal the fccrct of the rhf rocf 
I 
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Strove, till that hour, her fancjr to reftraia 
Kor let her anxious wiflies rife to pain. 
As gaiety's frefli tide began to roll, 
Paft in the fwelling channel of her foul, 
The good old knight defcends, though eager> iloV} 
The gout lUll tingling in his tender toe $ 
And now, paternal falutations paft, 
His eyes he keenly on the paper caft, 
'While his fweet daughter, with attentive grace^ 
Sefore him flies, his ready cup to place ", 
Tor tea and politics alternate ihare. 
In friendly rivalfhip, his morning care. 
Tho' fmooth as oil the knight's good humor Sows^ 
When the mild breeze of pleafant fortune blows. 
Yet, quick to catth the cafual fparks of ire, 
Xike oil, it kindles, into mounting fire ; 
And fiercely now his flaming fpirit blaz*d. 
While on thofe galling words he wildly g3zM> 
Whofe force had almoft work'd into a ftorm 
JTbejgcntkt elements in beauty's fona.. 
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As the farcadic featence caught his view, 

Back from the board his elbow-chair he dreW| 

And, by (harp ftings of fuddea fury prick'd, 

Far from his foot his goiuy (tool he klck'd. 

Fierce as Achilles, by Atrides flung^ 

He poor'd thedream of veDgeaoce from his tongudr- 

But ah, thofe angry threats he deign'd to fpeak, 

Had-foun4s, alas 1 far diff^iiogfrom the Greek* 

Rage> from his lips, in legajl language broke i . 

Of juries and of damages he fpoke : 

And on the printer's la.w-devoted head ' 

He threaten'd deep revenge, in terms mod dread y, 

l^rms, that with pain, the ear of beauty pierce. 

And oath& too rough to harmonize in verfe. 

While thus the good old knight, widi paillon hot^. 
Hift toad negle^ed, and his tea forgot, 
The difcord of the drama to increafe, 
Now prim P£NBL0PE afTails her niece ; 
For, as Sir Gilbert now, with choler dumb^ 
F^isXs.her the period with his angry. thumbs 
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*< Ah ! brother," cries the ftiS, malignant croQd» 
( Her {harp eye fmMj through the fentencc throwp) . 
*< Scandal could never rife to heights like this. 
But from the manners of each modern mifs ; 
Had but my niece^ lefs giddy and more graye, . 
ObfenrM the prudent hints I often gzve-^— 

The boneft knight her vile concluQon faw. 
And quick curtailed it| with a tefty "Pfliaw !" 
Mean while the gentle maid» vfho heard the taunt^, 
Survey'd, without a frown, her prudifli aunt t 
Far other thoughts employed her fofier mind. 
To one fweet purpofe all iM!r foul fncIinM % 
How (he might clofe th' unpleafant fcencj haw hdk^ 
Reftore good-humor to her father's breaft. 
4lcr airy guardian, with delight, furvey'd 
Thefe tender wifiies in the lovely maid, * 

And, to accomplifli what her heart defir'd. 
Trains of new thought, above her age, infptr'd«r . 

As Venus on her fon's enllghifen'd face 
Shed richer charms, and more attradlivc.graceir^ 
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Wlien, iffumg forth from the diiTolving cloud. 
His bright form burft on the admiring crowd s 
So kind S0PHROSY11E9 an(eeni fuppiies 
A Uvelier radiance to Serena's eyes ; 
And) ere (he fpeak$i to captivate her firci 
Touches her h'ps with patriotic fire. 

It chanced, that, tofs'd upon a vacant chair, 
A volume of that wit lay near the fair, 
Whofe value, try'd by fafliioifs varying touch. 
Once rofe too high, and now is funk too much ; 
The bookr which fortune plac'd within her reach. 
Contained, O Chbsterfibld, the liberal fpeech 
Id which thy fpirit, like an Attic fage. 
Strove to defend the violated ftage 
From fetters bafely forg'd by minifteritl rage« 
From this the nymph her uieful leilbn took, 
/^nd thus began, reclining on the book :••• 
•* If on this noble lord we may relj^, , 
Scandal is but a fpeck on Frecdomi's cye-^ ; 



I, 
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And pnblic fpiriC) theoi will rather bear 

The eaftial pain it gives, bj growing there^ 

Than, by a rath attempt to move it thence^. 

Hazard the fafety of a precious fenfe^ 

And by the efforts of a vain defire, 

Rob this life-darting e/e of all its fire. 

Though the fofc breaft of innocence may fmart^ 

By cruel calumny's corroding dart. 

Yet would (he rather ache, in ev'ry nervcf 

And. bear thofe pangs (he knows hot to deferve^ 

Much rather than be made a fenfelefs tool,^ 

To aid the frenzy of tyrannic rule, 

Ol^ forge one dangVou« bolt for pow'r to aim ^ 

At facred Liberty^s fuperior frame/' 

A» ancient chiefs were wont of old to gaze^. 
With eyes of tender awe, and fond amazcy 
On the fair prieftefs of the Delphic fane, . 
When firft (he utter'd her prophetic ftrainy 
Entranced in wonder, thus Sir, GiLHEar view?d» 
His cbildf yet more infpir'dt M1I19 thus purfa'd.:: 



« For me, I. own, thefeUnes* with gall repletv* 
Shot throQgbmy (iinple heart a fudden heat y- 
But happier thoughts my rlfing jage rcpreft^ . . 
Afid turuM the pointlefs infult to a jeft ; 
And O ! iltould Slaader dill new wrath awake^. 
Still may my father, for his daughter's fake» 
Difdainjhe vengeance of litigious ftrife» . 
And let SbubnVs anfwer be-*«her life P* 

She ended witha fmtle, whoie magic flame* 
Shot youthful vigor through her father's frame*) : 
His age, his anger, and his goutf are fled : 
" Enchanting girl !*' with tears of joy, he faid, . 
« Enchanting girl" twice echo'dfrom his tongue^ 
As fpeaking,^ from his elbow-chair he fpruag» 
«Come to thy father's arms !— By heav'n thou art. 
His own true offspring, and a Whig in heart.'' 

He fpoke ; and his fond arms around her curl'd 
With proud grafp, fceming to infold the world* 
Her confcious heart (he feels with triumph beat>. 
And joys to find that triumph is.compleat,; , 
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Fbr ftiflFPEHBLOFf, xoho near them ftoodr^ 

« Albeit unufed to the melting mood,'* 

Squeez'd from her eye^lid one relutont tear, . 

And foften'd, with a fmile, her brow fevere ; , 

But 'twas a fmlle of fuch a gloomy grace. 

As lightened once upon Alc6h)*s face, 

When Orpheus pad her, leading back to Iife^\ 

From Pluto's regions, his recovered wife. 

When love connubial, join*d to mufic's fpell, . 

Moiftcn'd, with tender joy, the eyes of helL 

Far other fmiles, with pleafure's fofteft air, = 

Gild the gay features of the youthful fair : 

She looks like fportive Spring, when her young charmr^ 

Wind round her hoary fire's reluctant arms, 

And, by a frolic infantine embrace, 

Banifli the rugged frown from Winter's face. 

Through the long day fhe felt the glowing tide- 
Of exultation through her bofom glide ; 
And oft (he wifh'd for flow approaching night, 
L To hold fwect converic with her guardian fpritc 
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At length the hour approached her heart defit'd, 

And, in her lonely chamber now retirM, 

Her tender fancy gave the funded fcope 

To ardent gratitude and eager hope* 

*< Dear airy being 1" the foft nymph ezclaim'di 

'^Whofe pow'r can break the fpell chat Spleenhasfram'^ 

Can, by the waving. of thy viewlefs wing, 

0*er darkeft forms a golden radiance flingi 

And make, in minds by forrieft thoughts perplezt^. 

This moment's grief the triumph of the next ; 

I blefs thy fuccor in each trial paft ; 

Se prefent dill, and fave me In the lad !'' 

Thus, wiih her lovely eyes devoutly ExU 
Where rays of hope, and fear, and reverence mizi^ 
The lender fair her faithful guard addreft, 
Then with her cheek her downy pillow prcd |^ 
But long her wakeful lids refufe to clofe» 
For curiofity difpcls repofe. 

Her bufy mind the my flic veil would pierce^. 
TJbat bides the author of iht p\^2SiTi^N«fe,\ . 

1 RO : ^^k 
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Hetllps involuntary catch the chime. 
And half articulate the foothing rhyme^ 
Till weary thought no longer watch can kedp^ 
Bat finks; reluAant, in the folds of fleep^ 
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BND OV THI FOURTH CANTO*^' 
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W HY art thou fled, O bkft poetic time, 
IVhen Fancy wrought J^e miracles of rhyme- 1 
"Wheui darting from her fiar-enchrcled throne. 
Her poet's tjc commanded worlds unknown ; 
When, by her* fiat made a mimic god| 
'fle faw exigence wailing on his ndd> 
And at his pleafure into being brought 
New (hadowy hofts, the vaflals of his thought. 
In joy^s gay garb, in terror ^s dread array, 
-Darker than night, and brighter than the day ; 
Who, at his bidding, through the wilds of air, 
Rais'd willing mortals far from earthly care. 
And led them, wond'ring, through his wide domaii^ 
Beyond the bounds of nature's narrow reign j- 
'While ihe/r rapt fpirits, in the vauoxx^ ^v^x^ 
^0^ with focccffivc thrills oixxcw ^diSv^vX 
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yRcturn, fv^eet feafon, graced with fiaion's flow'rs, 
Let not cold fyftem cramp thy genial pow'rs ! » 
Shall mild Morality, in garb uncouth, 
The houfewife garb of plain and homely truth, 
Robb'd by ftern Method of her rofy crown. 
Chill her faint vot'ries by a wintry frown ? 
No ; thou fweet friend of man, as fuits thee beft. 
Shine forth in Fable's rich-embroider'd veil I 
O make my verfe thy vehicle, thy arms, 
To fpread o'er focial life thy potent charms i 
And thou Sophrosyne, myfterious fprite I 
If haply I may trace thy fteps aright, 
Roving through paths untrod by mortal feeiji 
To paint for human eyes thy heavenly feat» 
Shed on my foul fome portion of that pow'r. 
Which fav'd Serena in the trying hour, 
To bear th«fe trials, which, however hard. 
As bards all tell us, may befal the bard ; 
The fop's pert jeft, the criiWs itovjtv lc«titt 
*Learnfpg's proud caut, Vilb otj Y^ w\S:^ fe«*H 
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Aad, the Text poet's laft and worft dilgrace, 
His cold blank bookfcllcr's rhyme-freezing facc« • 
Hence ! ye dark omens, that to Spleen belongs 
Ye (hall not check the current of my fong, 
While Beauty's lovely race, for whom I fing. 
Fire my warm hand to ftrike the ready ftring. 

As qaiet now her lighted mantle laid 
O'er the ftill fettfcs of the fleeping maid> 
Her nfghtly vifitant, her faithful guide, 
Defcends in all Hfer empyrean pride ; 
That fairy ftapc no more (he deigns to wear^ 
Whofe light foot fmooths the furrow, plough 'd by care 
In mortal faces, wliile her tiny fpear , 
Gives a kind tingle to the caution'd ear. ' 

Now, in her nobler fliape, of heav'nly fiTie, 
She flrrkes her vot'ry's foul with new furprize. 
Jove's favVite daughter, arm'd in all his pow'rs^ 
Appeared Tefs brilliant to th* attending Hours, 
When, on the golden car of Juno rais'd, 
/a bcav'nly pomp the qntctvOib^iVXt^X^Mi^ \ 
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With all her ludrei but without the dread 
Which from her arm the frowning gorgon iktdt 
SoPH&osYMS defcendsi with guardian lovci 
To wafc her gentle ward to worlds above. 
From her fair brow a radiant diadem 
vRofe in twelve (UrS| and ev'r^ fep'rate gem 
£hot magic rays, of virtue to control 
Some paflion hoftile to the human fonL 
Round her fwcet form a robe of .aether flow*d» 
And in a wond'rous car the fmih'ng (pirit rodej 
Firm as pure ivory it charm'd the fight 
IVith finer polifli and a fofter white. 
The band of beauty, with an etfy fwell, 
Scoop'd the (ree concave, like a bending flidL| 
And on its rich exterior, art difplay'd 
The triumphs of the Pow'r the car conveyed. 
Hci:e, in celefiial tints, furpailing life. 
Sate lovely Gentjene£s, difarming Strife ; 
There, young Affedion, born of tender ThoDghtf^ 
-^ ^^/ chains the fiercer paSiotts «»^V\ 
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AmBition, with his fceptre fnapt in twain. 
And Av'rice, fcorning what his chefts contain; 
Round the tame vulture flies the fearlefs dove ; 
Soft Innocence embraces playful Love ; 
And laughing Sport, the frolic child of Air, 
Buries in flowers the fiaking form of Care. 

ThefefJgures, pencil'd with a touch fo light. 
That evVy image feem'd an heaVnlf fpritc, 
Breathe on the car ; whofe fight-enchanting frslmo 
Four wheels fuftain, of pale and purple flame ; 
For no fleet animals, to earth unknown. 
Bear through aetherial fields this flying throne* 
As. by the fubtle ele^rician's flcill, 
Globes feem to fly, obedient to his will ; . 
So tbefe four circles of inftih£live fire 
Move by the impulfe of their queen's defire^ 
Mount or defce&d by herdireding care^ 
Or reft, fupporled by the buoyant air. 

Now, fpringing from her car, that hor'ring ftaiA 
High, io the chambej o£ \h^ SL^t^va^ tco^^v 
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The godckfs* with a voice divinely clear, 

BreathM thcfe kind accent* in her votary's ear :— . 

^ Come, my fair champion, who fo well haft fought^ 

The ufeful battles of contentious thought ; 

To aid thy gentle fpirit to fuftain 

The final conffift of thy deflin'd pain, 

View the rewards, that in my realms of blif% 

Wait the fweet vi^or in fuch war as this ! 

So haply may thy mind» with ftrength renew'di. 

The dark devices of the fiend elude ; 

By one bleft efifbrt feal thy triorophs paR* 

Aod<ga[n thy promised guerdon in the laft.'^ 

Am thus (he fpake, her hear'nly arms ^mbrac'd^ 
And in the dar the confcious maiden placed. 
Quick, at her wi(h| the flaming wheels afcendt 
No clouds impede them wherefoe'er they bend» 
As through the empire of the' winds they ru(h'd» 
The winds were ajl in mute fubmiflSon hufti'd : 
And now Serena, from th* exalted car, 
iooiy down, aftonifti'd, on ^cVv. ^\3iV:\t^^>3x v 
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Fljiog o'er lacid orb^ whofe diftant liglit 

Yet has not reachU the fcope of hamaa fight- ; 

And now* not diftant from the bounds of fpsce^ 

The guardian fprite fofpends their rapid race ; 

And, while in deep amaze the njmph admires 

The circling meteors' inofienfive fires* 

Fleas'd at her wonder, the mild pow*r addreftf 

With kind intelligencev her earthly gueft : 

<<^0f thofe three orbs, that in jon chryftal fphem. 

A fep'rate f/ftem in themfelves appear* 

The lafty whofe luminous, and fteady form 

Shines fofdy bright, and moderatelj- warm* . 

Contains my palace* and the gentle train 

Whom I have wafted to this pure domaia.* 

At equal diftance mj dominicms lie 

Prum thefe two larger worlds, more near thine-eyes 

Obferve their diff'rence as our wheels advance* 

And pading, take of each a tranficnt glance.'* 

So fpeaking to the grofler globe (he fpning^ 
Her car. fufpendcd, o'er Us ttul^^W^^, 
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Iq heavy air ; for round this orb was roll'd 
A circling Tapor, dall^ and damp, and cold. 
«* Here*' (ays SopaaosYNi, « tbofe beings dweltf 
Who wanted foul to a6t or ill, or well ; 
Who faunter*d thoughtlefs through, their mortal timt 
Without a care, a virtue, or a crime ; 
Here dill they faunter, in this languid fcene : 
^ut pafs the dozing croud, and mark their queen.*^ 
And now, flow riding on a tortoife' back, 
Her features lifelefs, and each fibre (lack, 
Tall in their view the nymph, Indifference, camei 
The quick Se&bna foon perceiv'd her name; 
Tor, as in folemn creeping date (he rode. 
In her lax hand (he held fair Grevillb*8 ode. 
Ne'er did the mufe from her fweet treafure cuU 
-Incenfc fo precious ; for a Pow'r fo dull* 
Still, as (he mov'd along her even way. 
The heavy goddefs try*d to read the lay ; 
But at each paufe her inattentive ey« 
Str^jr'd from the paper, vtocVi ft^R Vit\3^^^ti \ 
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Kor could her lips a (Ingle line repeali 
Though the Ibft verfc, mod ravifljingly fweet» 
Through Time's jail ear will lafting pleafiire fpreal», 
And charm the poppy from OblWion's head* 
Thus,^.like a citj-mayor, whofe heavy barge , 

Steers its dull progrefs, at the public charge» 
This Pow'r» fi> cumbered by her empire's weighs 
Makes her flow circuit round her fhiggifh ftate». 
Around her, tribes of rambling iceptics crawly 
Though moving dubious, if they move at all* 
Before her, languid. Pomp, her marfbal, creeps^ 
Whofe hand her banner, half unfolded, k^ps s 
I(s quaint device her dull dominion fpoke-*^^ 
An eagle, numb*d by the torpedo's ftroke^ 

« Enough of fcenes fo foreign to thy foul,'^^ 
SopnaoiVNE exclaimM ; ^^ from this wide goat' 
Pafs we to regions oppofite to this.'* 
She fpoke ; and darting o'er the wide abyfs % 
Her car, like litjhtning in foft flashes hurl'd^ 
Shot to the coftSnes of a cU^nw wyt\&.. 
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Now lovelier ^lews the virgin's mind abforb ^; 
For now they hover'd o'er a lucid orb. 
Here the foft air, luxuriantly warm, 
Imparts new luftre to Serena's form : 
Her eyes with more exprcffive radiance fpeal;^. 
And richer rofes open on her cheeky 
Here, as (he gaz'd, (he felt in ev'ry veia 
A blended thrill of pleafure and of pain ;: : 
Yet cv'ry objed gUtt'ring in her view. 
Her quick regard with foft attra^on drew.* 
SoPHRosTMB, who faw the geptle fair 
L«an o'er thefe confines, with peculiar care^ . 
Smird^ the tender int^reft (he difplay'd, 
And rpoke regardful of the pcBfive maid : 
« Well may 'ft thou bend o'er this congenial fphere 9 
For Senfibility is fov'reign here. 
Thou feeft her train- of fprightly damfels fport^ 
Where the foft fpirit holds her rural court *r 
But fix thine eye attentive to the plain, 
Aadmdtk the varying woiiiei^oiVyax^^gJ*; 
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As thus (befpoke, (he pois'd her airy feat 

High o*cr a plain, exhaling ev'ry fweet ; 

For round its precin^s all the fidw'rs that blooittfi 

Fiird the delicious air with rich perfume ; 

And in the midft a verdant throne appearM* 

In fimpleft forni» hj graceful fancy rear'd» 

And deck'd with ilow'rs ; not fuch whofe flaunting dftm^ 

Strike, with the ftrongeft tint» our dazzled eyes ^ . 

But thofe wild herbs that tead'reft fibres bear» 

Andihan th' approaches of a damper air» 

liere Rood the lovely ruler of the fcene. 

And beauty, more th^n pomp, announced the queea4 

The bending fnow-drop, and the briar rro(i||||^ 

The fioiple circle of her crown compofe ; 

Eofes, of ev'ry hue, her robe adorn,. 

Except th' infipld rofe, withput a thorn. 

Through her thin veft her heightened beautiei Qunit%. 

For earthly gauze was never half fo fine* 

Of that enchanting age her figure feems, 

Whsn /IniJiog nature, w'li'kx iVk^ N\\aX\i«M!M^ 
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Of vivid youthf and pleafurc's purple flame, 
Gilds her accompliflt'd work, the female frame> 
With rich luxuriance tender, fweetly wild. 
And jufl 'between the womaii and the child. 
Her fair left arm around a vafe (he flings,. 
From which the tender plant, mimofai fprings £ 
Tot^ards ic^ leaves, o'er which flie fondly bend^s^- 
The youthful fair her vacant hand extends^ 
With gentle motion, anxious to furvey 
How far the feeling fibres own her fway t 
The leavesr as confcious of their queen's command 
fiucceOive fall at her approaching hand ; 
WhiUtlwr foft bread with pity feem640' pan t^ 
And (brinks, at evVy (hrinking of the plant. 

Around their fovVeign, on the verdant groondi 
Sweet airy forms, in tny&it meafures bound. - 
Tht mighty mafter of the revel, Love> 
In notes more foothing than his mother's dove. 
Prompts the foft ftrain that melting virgins fiag^ 
Or fjportivcf, trips around ibfc ftotvc xvoigji 
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^"Coupling) with radiant wreaths of lambent fire^ 
Fair flutt'ring Hope and rapturous Defire« 
TJnnumber'd damfels d>ff'rent charms difpla^, 

■ Penfive with blifsf or la their pleafures, gay ; 
And the wide profpeA yields one touching fight 
Of tender^ yet diverflfi'd delight. 
But the bright triumphs of their joy to cheeky 
la rfie clear air there hangs a dufky fpeck j 
It fwells— it fpreads— and rapidi as it grows, 
O'er thegay fcene achilHng fhadow throws* 
Thefoft Serena, who beheld its flight, 
•Sufpefls, no evil from a cloud fo light ; 
For harmlefs round her the thin vapors wrettfii 
Not hiding from her view the fcene beneath $ 
But ah I too foon, with pity's lender pain, 
She faw it9 dire eiFe<fl: o'er all the plain : 
Sudden from thence the founds of angulfh How, 
And joy's fwcet carols end in Ihrieks of woe : 
The wither'd flow'rs are fall'n that bloom'd fofairi J 
.And.poifon all the peftiUuu^Wu* 
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From the rent earth dark demons force their wk]F| 
And make the fportive revellers their prey^ 
Here gloomy Terror, witii a ihadowy tope, 
iSeemsy like a Turkifh mute, to ftrangle Hope ; 
There jealous Fury drowns in blood, the fire 
That fparkled in the eye of young Defire ;. 
And lifeiefs Love lets mercilefs Defpair 
From his crufli'd frame his bleeding pinions tear. % 
But pangs more cruel, more intenfely keeot 
W ound and difiraa their fyiApathetic queen : 
With fruitleii tears fiie o'er their mis*ry bends i 
From her fwcet brow the thorny rofe flie rends. 
And, bow'd by griePs infufferable weight,, 
Frantic, (he curfcs her immortal ftate : 
The loft Se&sna, as .^is curfe (he hears. 
Feels her bright eye fuffus*d with kindred tears : 
And her kind breaft, where quick compaffioa fwell'di 
Shar'd in each bitter fuiF'ring (he beheld. " 

The guardian FowY furvey*d her lovely grief. 
And fpokc, in gentle tcttnsi o£ mM i^V*^ \ 
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'^^Fcn* tbis ioft tribe ihy heavieft fear difmifi, 
And know their pains are tranfient as their blifs ; 
Rapture and agony, in nature's loottii 
Have form'd the changing tliTue of their doom ; 
Both interwoven with fo nice an arty 
No pow'r can tear the twifted threads apart ; 
Yet happier thefe, to Nature's heart more deari 
Than tlie dull offspring of the torpid fphere, 
Where her warm wifhes^ and siSt6tions kind, 
Lofe their bright current in the ftagnant mind. 
Here grief and joy fo fuddenly unite. 
That anguifli ferves to fublimate delight." 

She fpoke ; and, e'er Sbrena could reply^ 
The vapor vanifh'd from the lucid fky ; 
The nymphs revive, the fhad'wy fiends are fled» 
The new-born flow'rs a richer fragrance (bed ; 
The gentle ruler of the changeful land, 
Smiling, refum'd her fymbol of command j 
Replaced the rofes of her regal ♦reath, 
Still trembling at the iVvotiv^ >3[v?xVxxV\)«&K^ V 
L 
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Bat, to her wonnded fubjeds quick to paj 
The tender duties of imperial fway. 
Their wants (hc-Tuccor'd, they her wifli obey'd, 
And^aU recovered, by alternate aid ; 
While, on the lovely queen's enchanting face, ^^ 
Departed forrow's faint and fsunter trace, v 

Gaveto each touching charm amcH'eattraAive grace, y 
Now, laughing Sport, from the^enlighten'd plaini 
Cleared wiih quick foot the veSiges of pain ; 
The gay fcene grows more beautifully bright. 
Than when it firft allur'd Serbma's fight : 
Still her fond eyes x)*er all the profpedl range, 
Flafliing fweet pleafurcat the blifsful change : 
Her curious, thoughts with fond attachment burnt 
Yet more of this engaging land to learn. 
She finds ^he chief attendants of the queen. 
Sweet feipales,.. wafted from our human fcenc; 
,But, as it chaoc'd, whileall the realm reviv V* 
A fpirit mafcailine ffom eauh arriv'd : 
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Two airy guides condufl the gentle (hade ; 

GenittSi in robes of braided flames array *d, 

And a fantaftic nymph> in manners nice, 

Profufely deck'd with many an odd device y 

Sifter of him> whofe luminous attire 

Fla(hes with inextingulfhable fire ; 

Like him in features, in her look as wild, 

.And Singularity by mortals ftyl'dr 

The eager queen and all her frailing court, 

Surround the welcome fhade^in gentle fport j. 

For in their n^w aflbciate all rejoice, 

All pant to hear the accents of his voice, 

Tho* o'er his frame th* Armenian robe was flung»» 

The pleafing ftranger fpokei the Gallic tongue i^ 

But in. that language his enchanting art 

Infpir^d new energy that feiz'd the heart ; 

In terms fo eloquent, fo fweetly bold, 

A ftory of difaftrous love he told, 

Convub'd with fympathy, the lift'ning train, 

At ev*ry paufe, wi:h dear delicious pain, 

Intreat him to renew the fafcinating drain* J ( 



I 
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^hsOirt fptl-it cafieliet in iter fligliU « 
SkiU'dlo netaiDy and happLf to reciter 
Here (he ddiverscescfa bt igbt work^. and eadT^ 
l^eriret nei«rbeaBt)f'fron»4iep graceful .Ijpeedw. 
Wivpt hf no enTy» b j no love mifledt. . 
Eqaal (he holds the* living andthe dead/} ; 
AUlEe rchearAog, as. thej datm their tnxnr, 
The fong of Anftej, and the tale -of Sterner. 

But morning calls diee heneeH--Yet one fcene moe^ 
Mj foR'^ring lo^e (hall lead thee to -etplorer, 
ThiSy thf lift (ight> ymih carefiri eyes fanref t.^ 
And mark th-iezten(ive nalore oF:mf fwaj." ^ 

Thus with fond seal the guardian Spirit-faiditf ^ 
And to new.prectafts^of her palace led.; ; 
The fcene (he entered of her riefaeft-Aate^-, 
Where on her Toico the fabjed paflions ^nait : : 
Here rofe a throne of living gemsf fo bright '. 
No breadi^cottld fully dieir benignant light i ; 
This her immortal feat» the gracious gukfe 
AfliuuM : htr-vard fiodd trcmblingat her (Idf^ 
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flMKafl theyfdfedboiiLfiillDg powh; atbrnUg^, 
Biherial being^f wh» her eiiipii«;(MPQ*d» . 
Orowdedln gliu^grponip chegorgeont ften^* 
73d'pay'.tIiriS:honugejtOrthtok.Ji^ qneeiu*- 

Firfl came cfaaftb L6Ve,^6fe fieeet hkrmonious forari 
Ife*er felt fofpicion's fotd^conTuIfiag fiorm ) , 
No baleful arr«w iii his qmrer lies. 
No btidding veirenwraps his' fparkling eyes $ ; 
There -all tht rajs of Varied joj nhitc, , 
And jt>iritly Aird 1inrfSealab1e-deU|;bt. 
With him was Frlendfiiipy lik6 a Tiigih drieftV • 
The foft afbeftos fbrm'd lier fimple vellV , 
Wlioflf wond^oas folds; in fierceft flames entzie^-, 
Hockth'e TainTaTage of cbnfdmibg fiit : ; 
Aroaed thi s robe, a myOio chab flit wore» , 
Bach gpldeohltnk.a Aac of diamonds bore ; ^ 
B>rce could notrtear. the-£diIh'dwotk;apart)f, 
Nor iat'rf (Llofe it, i>7 his iubtlcll act : 
Hah ftrange to ttll, if the prefidingpowV^. ] 
yi&a^JbjU fai'iite i^tc this pj^ecioos dow'r^ > 
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Her ^TitalTirtte on thit^lKigic %Mitli» 
Tk fMslniiftiever^ fidtbb&^c^ 

.TheTe Valor f^Uow'd^ ckckU with T€idanCps4il^., 

GfacefioUy bold, majefticalljr-calnu. s 

A mingled troop fiicceed» with fefiiinellbQiid^ • 

WifdoiDf with jolive. Wit, with feathert crown'd ^ 

HerCf handiniiand th^joiovef no longer fbes^ . 

Their charms ioereafiAg fu their unioa grows s^ » 

Pare fpirits alU wbf hatii^ m^nul Rxijk,^ 

Exalt creation, and «mbeUi(hUfe I . 

Alt here attendraodin dieir ibWreiga's praiTepT ^ 

TheiR circling fprioas, the fbag 9^ g^^7 nu&* 

The UeaSsRBiiA^drialar,. with raTiih*d car^ , 
The melting pnttficofthe lanrfhl Tirfiere* -. 
Now in iuclQfe^die^itothittg«choe8'rdt 
O^ her rapt fkncj^aiidttitranee htf IcHiliv^ 
Her ienies fink inlbft ^bItyion*siMUidv . 
TJUivUifid Je0n|! lit £er piQow Aaadii > 



•9rT£Mi»B|tv 



nsr^ 



altl etdi inentsd and corporeal powVr 
Qie fln^ proclaims aloud the paflmg Jiour % 
I9 in a voici: expreffive of faipriTc^ , 
> ihriU to ftcm the mafic of the Skkh 
(rmi.the.ftaitled iSur ftU time to rife*. 
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C A NTO VE 

JDLEST bie th'« hmt of f]ffnpatbetie moDli^. 
\Vfaatever form that geade heart infoldr 
V^hofe gen'rotts fibres with fond terror (hakei^ 
When keen afflialoa threatens to o*erUke 
Young artlers beautj, as alarm'd (he ftrays 
Through the^range'vrindingsof Ah mortal maie 
To fach, SiaiMA, be thy ftory known^ 
Whore bofom beftxan make thy lot thdr ownj^ 
And» kindly fhariag in thy trials paft» 
Attend, with ffreet anzietyt the laft. 
The hour approachesf the tremendous hour, 
Ia whofe dark moments deeper perils low'r i 
Still fi> inwrapt b pleaTure's gay difguire^ 
They lurk inrifible to caution's eyes ; 
And, unfu^peAcd by the fair one* watt. 
To cancel or coo&UBtbu ^SfibitiLl«tft» 



fHtr Ihrelj^ttindwidi brigktideaf ftor!<I, 
Ibe Ukei her fladcm at dip breakfaft board | 
kill her fiift fool the licair^nlj- vlfioi^ filk» 
knd fwceter gracet tor herimtle ^nftilf: I 
fcw hopes of trtamph glide tbreogh^^py iiem» 
knd arm her flowing heart with firm referred 
>>nfciou8 the'fiDal trying chance impend^ 
To bear its'-fbrce, her-cv'ry. pow'r "flie bendi:; • 
n her quick thought ambttioos to pre&ge 
low Spleeo't dark agents may exert their xagq 
She ponders on wbafr petSs may befalf 
lad fondly dreams her mind a matoh for all. 
Ibf lovely nymph ! this dang'rous pride for^rgo ; 
Pride may betray— JecuiUy'* iby foe. 

While fancy'd prudence thusi a fcfeigaguefti 
Jttt doubly cberifli d in £b&bma's breaft» 
Behold a'biliet berattenuon^ftsal, 
!^o common arms coBj^pofe its ampleieal.; 
Lh' unfolding- paper bieacfaes a rofeate fteM^ 
3weet»barbiQger of jgyi its Jkind intent. 



Of courteottf FiiuGiLii it bears tfaenioiMlt 

'" Clear fjrmptom of the peel's taereafiogrflaaBrfi 
The gracioiis earlp Iftmeiitiiig pleafureloft^ 
And fair SsiBNA-iniMr Mfliei«rofl^ 
Hftf phnn'd» in honor tof ijhff birelf iiiaid» 

~A faney^d bcdl, a priYate:mii%iMara4e» . 

'And fopplicates her fire^ wh]^ ira^if^eftcemiH, . 
To forile indulgent oa the fefii.?e fch)e^« 
All arts he. nfes to «nfiu-e the. griint^ 

'Kor leaves^ niA&'djt the eagermaidep aiint. 

* Qnick at the ibnnd^SaaaKA.'8»glpMrt9j^h^an 
Throbs wWtt gay hopesf but foombofe hopes depajr^i 

> Refidldioni in hei^ fool di faithful gnatdr 
The opening avenues of pleafore4>arr*d ; 
She deem'd the jt>lan of this delightful Ihow^ 

' But the new^ ambufh of her fccret fioe ; ' 
The bltfs too bright to realize (he gtiefs'dy 
And chas*d th^ idea from her guarded breaft. 

'While thefe difcrcct refohres her thought em^d}^ 

'Tvanquil Ihe tFiuiD{^% o*« Iftt (niotber'd joy • 
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Mot fo the koight : to his parental ejeSf 
In dazzling pomp, deluGve vifions rife : 

That coronet, the objeQ of his tow. 
He fees fuTpended o'er his daughter's brow | 
Eager he burns to faap the pendant thready 
And fix the glory on his darling's head. 
•Far wifer aims the ancient maiden caughr, 
Ko empty gewgaw flutters in her thought | 
But, while more keenly (he applaruds the planj 
Her hope is folid and fubftantial man ; 
Not for her infknt niece, whofe baby frame 
She holds unfit for Hymen's holy flame ; 
But for her riper felf, whofe ftrength may bear 
The heavieft burden of connubial care. 

Tho* different phantoms dance before their fighti 
Nie&i aunty and father, in one wifli unite» 
To'^join the banquet h their common choicci 

The bufincfs pa(l with no drfTenting Toice i 

And the warm fire, in whom ambition burn*d!^ 

A iDiotc of grateful courtcfy retum'd i 
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His billet fealMi the glad good-humorM knight 
Xaunch'd fortfaf like NeAor» on bis youthful might; 
^< O could I nowy in fplte of 'age» retain 
Tliat adlive. vigor, and that fprightlf vein» 
Which led ine once the lively kogh toraife 
Among the merrier wits of former day«y 
When rival beauties would around me through 
And gay ridoitos liften to my fong f 
Such were I. now, as on the fcftive night. 
When Ch — h*s charms amaz'd the public (ight.| 
When the kind fair one, in aveil fo thin 
That the clear gauze was but a lighter ikin, 
Maik'd like a virgin, j aft prepared to die. 
Gave her plump beauties to each greedy eye 1 
On that fam*d night (for then with fiolic fire 
Youih filiy my heart, and humor ftrung my lyre) 
Pleas'd «n the funfhine cf her fmile to b&ik> 
,1 danc'd around hsr in a devil's maik ; 
i^nd-kdly chaMcd an inferral ode, 
Jnpraik of aU ilAb ftma\<: vw.^\».x {kow'di 
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Ttit jocund' crowdji who thronged with me to gaz«^. 

Bxtoird my unpremedUated lays^ 

And Spprt, who (ItH of this old revel brags^. 

^SciPd her* the Grfl'of mards, and me, of wagt* 

TheQ a light devil, now, redut'd to limp, 

L'am but fit to play the hag- bora imp ;. 

StiH not to crofs the froh'c of this ball> 

Still as thectortoife Caliban 111 crawl, 

And if with gout my burning .aekles flinch^. 

141 cail.it Profpero^s tormenting pinch ; . 

StBl is> this (hape I -11 (how them what I am s 

And Pan., (hall go as Sycoraz, my dam." 

So fpokie the knight ; and fpoke with fb much weighty 
Hie lift'nlng females faw bis word was fate ; 
Ibr ne'er did Jove with fo refoIv*d a brow 
Tofmiling Love his joyous fcheme avow^. 



^'THBON X>U, NE3T0XI T* AHDftOir. 

See Neftot's t^wdi \\x>5afc wSj^'SaiKL 
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tiThen be coscertedy for hU fpecial mirtbf. 
, A mafqaeradlogt oa the ftage of earthy 
And of the fv^an's foft plame, or bull's rough hairi 
Ordcr'd the fancy-drcfs he chofe to wear« 
Trom whence let faptenc aDtiquariani fliow 
The ancient ufe of mafquerades below. 
SsaBVA fmil'd to fee this jojous fire^ 
Infufe new youth in her determined fire | 
But mote PsMiLoti, with half a figh# 
*< With one auTpicious and one dropping eye/' 
Heard the firm knight his fixt refoWe impart^ . 
Tickling at once and torturing her heart. 
The ball ihe reliOi'd, but abhorr'd the tafk 
To hide her beauties in a bedlam's mafk : 
Miranda's name would better fuit her plan^ 
A (imple maiden, not afraid of man ; 
But us'd, alas * her brother's law to feelt 
She knows that law admits not of repeal. 
Trufting her charms will any garb enricb> 
$bc deigns to take the Ivabli oC 21 witch* 
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YeTcr did forcerefs, ia the (hades of nightii 
Tf 7 to tUuminate a filthy fprite 
Vith fonder eSbrts, or with worfe faccefi, 
rhan Pen. now labor'df in this wayward dreG^. 
lV> give the fprightly fliow of liftng trathf 
7o the poor ghoft of her departed youth. 
^s witches o*er their magic cauldron bend» 
Lnzioub to fee their menial imps alcend ; 
d» in her glaft, the ancient maiden pries, 
Lnd dreams new graces in her perfon riie« 
Ta fuch delightsi whofe dear delufioos pleale^ 
!1ie mild SftaBMa in her mirror fees i 
he, at whofe toilet beaaty*s latent queen 
Ittends, enchanted with her filial nuen» 
Lnd o*er her favorite's uaconfcious faee 
(reathes her own rofeate gbwy and vivid gracti 
be hades }»t glitt'ring garments to adjoftf ' 
7Uh all her modeft charms of fweet dillrufti 
>oubibg that beauty, which (he doubts aloa^ 
Niich 4aaslcs Cf 'ry eye, <scept hcc cmtk^^ 
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l*lie natife diffidence which fway'd her mttii; . 
Kow feels nevr terrors wicb Us own coRibia d; 
The robes of Ariel to the nymph recaU 
Thofe difappointmeots that may yet befal ; . 
As her fsur hands the g^uze or tiflUe touch, , 
They fondly warn her not to. hope too much* . 
She feels the friendly counfel they imparty 
And caution reigns protedlor of fa ^ heart. 

The fateful evening comes---ihe coach attevd^^ 
And firft the gouty Caliban afcends ; 
TheUy in deformity's well-fuited pridct 
Sour Sycoraz is ftatioa*d by h» fide ; 
And lafty with fportive fmiles, dlvbely fweet^ , 
Light Ariel perches on the vacant feat* 
Fancy now paints xbe fcene of pleafure neari« . 
Yet fluttering gaiety is check'd by fear. 
Her wifli. to view the feftlve fight, runs high* ; ; 
But the. fond nymph remcmbers,^ with a fighf* 
From liope*s keen hand the leup of joy may fll^ i. 



J^i thto fide zni&f .whofe nice toils afpcrf^* 
To £une eiernalt bf eacaudic £re ; . 
If hiSi wiih grief, hasfcsn the faithkfs heat- 
Mar the rich labor it ihould make compleaty 
When naxi hib hacids,, with trembliog care^ confide. 
To the fierce element his pencil's pride» . 
Watcjies» pnceafing, the pernicious fiame» 
Terror and hope contending in his frame, 
'While his fair work the dang'rous fire fuftain^ . 
Fbels it in all his fjmpathetic veinSf , 
And at. each trivial found thatchance maycaufes . 
Hears the gem crack, and fees its cruel flaws : 
With fuch iblicitude the panting maid. 
JPiift the long ftrect, of ev'ry noife afraid. 
Now while around her rival flambeaus flare^. . 
Aad the coach rattles through the crowded fqaare^ 

She fears fome dire mifchance muft yet befal> 
S0meL demon fnatcb her from the promis'd ball } . 
And dreams no trial more fevere than this». 
^^Ight (he figures the Mw fccne^of bllfs ; ^ 
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Yet horrid ai it feenN» her heart is kent 
To bear e'en this, and bear it with contenfi 

But whirl'd at length within the porter's gaCey 
She thinks what perils at the ball may wait ; - 
And, as (he now alights, the flutc'ring fair 
Invokes her guardian to proced her there. 
Till thoughts of danger* thoughts of caution, Bj 
Before the magic blaze that meets her eye. 
Th' advancing nymph, at evVy ftep flic takes^ 
Pants with amazement, doubtful if Hie wakes ; 
Far as her eyes the glittVing fcene command^ 
'Tis all enchantment, aU a fairy land ; 
No veftiges of modem pomp appear. 
No modern melody fiilutes her ear : : 
With Moerifli notes the echoing manfion riogs, 
And its tranfmuted form to fancy brings 
The rich ♦ Alhambra of the Moorifli kings. 
The peer, who keenly thirfts for fafliion's praifc* 
To gild his revel with no common rays, 

^Scciic views <jf thU f nloce in WiiAuriC i Trombi 
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Summoned his tnodlfli architect whole {kill 

Caa all the wiibes of caprice falfil. 

His genius, equal to- the wildeft taik» 

Gave to the houfe itfelf a Gothic maikV 

The chaplain, that no gaeft might feel negleAj^ 

As a magician of the Arab fe^^ 

-Wav'd a prefiding wand throughout the ball^. 

And well provided for the wants of oil. 

The peer himfelf, his prowefs to evince» 
Shines in the femblance of a Moori(h prince (, 
And round the brilliant mimic hero watt 
All pomp and circumflance of Moorifli (late i 
Through all his fplendid dome no eye could fin^ 
Aught unembelli(h*d| fave the mafter's mind-. 
There, though repreft by courtefy*s control^ 
Lurks the low mover of the little foul, 
Mean vanity ; whofe flave can never prove 
The heart-refining flame of genuine love. 
While her cold joys hit abjeA mind amuici 
J3is thoughts are bufved on <:otk^^\AnvK?«%^ 
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His houfe complete, its decorations placed? 
B7 the Tare hand of fafliionable taftCf 
He only wants, to crown his modifii liSs^r 
That lad and fined moveable— a Wife* 
She coo muft prove, to Hz bis C07 defir^Ct 
Such as ihe eye of fafhion will admire« 
His ball is but a jury, to decide 
Upon the merit of kis fancy*d bride. 
If fweet Serena, on this fignal night. 
Shines the firft idol of the public fight ; 
If gallantry *8 fizt eyes pronounce her fair^ 
By the fare fign of one unceafing ftare ; 
And if, prophetic of her nobler doom^ 
Each rival beauty ihudders at her bloom ; 
The die. is caft»-he weds— the point is clear ^■• 
She cannot flight the vows of fuch a peer. 
Thus arga'd in his mind the feQive early 
And» left he lightly chufe an aukward girl» 
Wifely conven'd, on this important cafe^ 
£^h /oiZiionable jadgc o{ ittoak. %\^%« 



fHere beaax cTprits in various figures lurk. 
Of Jew and Gentilei Bramint Tartar, Turk.j 
But of Che manlf nialks, a youthful bard 
Seem'd moft to challenge beauty's foft regards 
Adoro'd with native elegances lie wore. 
In fimpleft fornix the minftrd drefs of yore : 
They call him Edwin, who around him throngs 
.'Edwim, immortalized in Beactie*s fong i 
Andy footh to fayt within a comely frame. 
He bore aheart that anfwer'd to the name ; 
-For this neat habit deck'd a generous youth, 
Of gentled ntanners, and fiacereft troth. 
Though on his birth propitious fortune fmi I'd, 
No'proud parental folly fpoil'd the child ; 
And geniusi more beneficently kind, 
Sled with fuperior wealth his manly mind» 
Of years he barely counted twenty-one-; 
Buty like a brilliant morni his opening life beguut 
Fain would the mufe on this her voi'ry dwell, 
And fully paint the youth (he U>^« fo ^<tt. v 
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His figure'! chafms, the muGc of hi& tongue, 
What nymphs his lays allui'di what layis he fungi 
But higher cares her raxnbliDg foug control s 
Sereha's perils fummon »11 her foul ^ 
For Spleeuy ambitious to exert her force, 
Confcious this trial is her Uft refource. 
Mod keenly bent on her pernicious tafk, ^ 

Has Ihifted round the ball from maik to maik» 
Watching the moment vith infernal care. 
To form, vith deepeft art, her final fnare, 
And manacle the mind of tkc uugnarded fair. 

It comes, the moment that muA fix her lot, 
By her, ah thoughtlefs maid ! by her forgot ; 
Though the light Hours, e'en in their frolic ring, 
Tiembling, perceive the feaiful chance they bring, 
And Oiudd'ripg at the nymph's terrific Aate, 
Seem anxious to fufpend her doubtful fate. 

Now fecial eafe the place of fport fupply'd. 
The hot oppicfiivc nrrfk was thiovn afide, 
Ar.d beauty (hoQeieveaI^vix^VitiV^\&A\v^^tide< 
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^Stperior Aill in features as in forin» 
'With admiration flufli'd> with pleafure wariBa 
The gay Serena ev'ry eye allur'd^ 
The hearts her 6gure won, her face fecur'd : 
'A tender fweetoefs Aill the qyiDph maintain'dy 
And modeGy o'er sjl her graces rcign'd- 
' Well might her foul j:o brilliant hppes incline^ 
A thonfand youths ^ad calPd her charms divine f 
A ihoufand friends had whifper'd in her ear, 
That fate had mark'd her for the feftive peer. 
Her youthful fancy, though by pon^p amus'df 
Wifli'd not.lhofe offers which her heart rcfus'd; 
That tender heart, by no vain pride poffeft, 
With indeciiive trembling (hook her breafty 
- Like a you«ig bird, that, fluttering in the air, 
Wiftes to build her neft, yet knows not where. 

The bufy earl, his puny love to raife, 
"Hunted the ciicling whiiper of her.praife ; 
Heard envy own her lovely charms, though lotfa, 

'Heard iaJle atttft ihtm) v;vO\ n mAdifik oa^i *% 
O 
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Andi nuptial pro] efts thick*niDg in his mind. 
Now his fair partner in the dance rejoinM. 
As now the fprightly mufic paas*d> mj lord 
Eager refolv'd to touch a fofter chord ; 
Secure of all repulfe, he Tainly meant 
Half to difplayi half hide his fond- intent, 
And, in difiembled pafllon*s flow'ry tropes, 
To fport at leifure widi the Tif gin's hopes : 
For this he framed a -motelj fpeech, replete 
With am'rous compliment and vain conceit. 
Tie labor'd nothing with complacent pride 
He fpoke ; but to his fpeech no nymph replj'd i 
For in the moment, the loft fair devotes 
«Her willing ear to more atcradtive notes. 
The minftrel happened near the nymph to walkg 
Rapt with a bofomfriend in fecret talk, 
And» at the inQant when the earl began, 
Half to unfold his matrimonial plan, 
.Edwin, in vhifpers, from the crowd retir'di 
Cl2»Dc'd to repeat the fowitXi^^irf^vC^v 
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he foands, though faint, her recolledlion caught. 
Tew her quick eye, and Hxt her wond'ring thought^. 
oft in this fweet Airprife, (he could not hear 
iingle accent of the am'rous peer, 
pleen faw the moment that {fas fought to gain» 
nd perch'd triumphant on the noble's brain, 
rith jealous envy flung, and baiHed priJe^ 
Contemptuous girl I" with fuddea rage, he cry'cS- 
If here to happier youths thy views incline, 
want not fairer nymphs who challenge mine. 
hy breaft, in vain, with penitence may burn ; 
4it once ncglcdled, I- no more return." 
*faus loudly fpeaking, with diftemper'd heat, 
:ude1y he turn'd, with ranc'rous fcorn replete. 
flRBNA, ftartled at th* injurious found» 
urvey'd th* infultlng peer, who ftcrnly frown'd 5 
hame and refentment through her bofom ruQi^ 
well ev*ry vein, and raife the burning blufli. 
jOve, new-born love, but in its birth cocceal'di 
(or to the nymph berfelf as yctreveaVd^ 
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And juft difdaiDy and anger's honed fl^mei^ 
With complicated powV convulfe her frame ; 
Contendhig paffions ev'ry thought confoand. 
And in tunmltaoas doubt, her foul h drown'd. 
Now treacherous pride, who tempts her tongue to trip) 
Forms to a keen reply, her quIvVing lip : 
Infidious Spleen now hovers o^er the fair, 
Deems her half lockM within her hateful f^re ; 
In her new flave, preparing to rejoice, 
To taint her fpirit, and untune her voice. 
Haplefs SfiRBN A ! what can fave tliee now ? 
The fiend's dark figaet damps thj clouded brow } . 
In thj fwoln eye I fee the darting drop ; 
This fatal Ihow'r, etherial guardian ! dop : 
Hade to thy vot'ry, hade, her foul fudain* 
Nor let the trials (he has paA, be vain. 
Ah me ! while yet I fpeak, with fliudd'ring dread • 
I hear the magic girdle's burding thread. 
This horrid omen, ye kind pow'rs ! avert : 
^or thou, bright zone \ iby \ju£\\Ut ci\w^^ isfecv* . 
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Abf fnutlefs pray'r \ her paattng breaft behold 1 
See ! the gauze (hakes in many a ruffled fold ! 
Forc'd from their ftationy bj'her heaviag hearty , 
From the (Iraia'd girdle thrice three fpaaglcs ftart : -- 
Through her diforder'd dreft a pafs they'Te fouadf « 
And fall'n, fee».the7 glitter on the groond 1 
OUefled chance ! with life recalling light . 
The glitt*ring monitors attraft her fight 1 
like ftarsy emerging from the darkened pole* 
They fparkle fafety to her harrafsM fouU 
See ! from her. brow the clouds of trouble fly* , 
V^Wtion'ft tear.is vanifh'd from her eye ! 
Her rofy cheeks with joy*s foft radiance burn, 
Lokenaturefmiling at the fun's return ; . 
The nymphi no more with mental darknefs blinds :, 
Shines the fweet ruler of her refcu*d mind. 
Hence» hateful Spleen ! thy fancy'd prize refign^ ,> ' 
Renounce forever what ihall ne'er be thine ; *. 
Fdry confcious of her airy guardian's aid, . 
'^She feels new fpirit through her hcMl:c<iwitV*>^-^ 
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And| inlf bleiSag this Tiftorious hoar, 

Her foul exults fa its rccotet-'d powers 

In fuch mild tfcrms (he hails th' Infaltiug peer^ 

As SpleeOy if mortali hlud expire to hear ; 

Bat» dri?'n forever from the loyt\y girl. 

The foul fiend riots in the captive earl. 

He anfwrers not ; bnt» with a fullen air. 

On happier Edwim, who approached the faitt 

Darts futh a glance of rage and envious hate? 

As Satan caft on Eden's bliTsful ftace, 

When on oUr parents firft he fixt his fight, 

And, undelighted, gaz'd on all delight : 

So doonl'd to look, and doom'd fuch pangs to feeT^ 

Scornful he turn'd on his elaftic heel. 

** O lovel7 mildnefs ! oh angelic maid ! 
Deferviog homage, though to fcorn bctray'd ; 
Rife ftill, fwcet fpirit, rife thefe wrongs above. 
Turn from iojurioas -pride, to faithful love ; 
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Though on tny brow no coronet mzj (hine, 
Wealth I can offer at ihj beauty *s fiirine, 
Andy worthier thee, a heart that worflifps \ 
Thus, witlvnew-kindbd lote's afpiring flames- 
Spoke the fond youthy conecal'd hj 'Etywtn's naiA% 
The gallant Falkland^ rich ia inborn worthy.. 
By fortnne 6rleft>aad not of abjeft birth.^ 
Warmly he fpoke, with that indignant heat^ 
With which the gen'rons heart ne'er fails to beat^ 
When worthy mfaltedi wakens v^tuous ire» . 
And injur'd beauty fets the fonl on fire. 
Qaick t3 his voice the ftartled virgin tum'df 
With wonder, hope, and joy, her bofom burn'd $ 
With fweet confufion, flurry'd and amaz'd. 
On his attractive form (he wildly gaz'd. 
Full on her thought the friendly vifions rufh'd ; 
BluMng (he view'd him,view'd him ftlll, and blu(h'd 5 
And» fofc affedion quickening at the fight. 
Perchance had fwoon'd, witli fuIlneCt of delight^ 
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Bat that her father's voice, with quick control .. 
Recard the fun&ions of her faiating fouL. 
When 00 the diflant feat, where, fondl7 fixtt 
He vie w'd the nymph as in the dance (he mixt^ . 
He indiOindly heard, with wounded ear,: 
The fpleenful outrage, of the angry peer. 
Swift at th' imperfect found, with ^holer wild^^ \ 
He fprang to fuccor his infulted child ; 
But e*er his fury into language broke. 
Love calm'd the ftorm that arrogance awoke^ :, 
The fudden burit of Falkland's tender flanae^ -, 
His winaing manners, his di(Unguifii*d name^ . 
HisJibVal foul, by fortune's (inile careft, . 
All join'dto harmonize the father's breaft^.. 
His fiery thoughts fubfidc in glad-furprifc, , 
And to the gen'rousjrouth hej?gclic'j[^ cries : 
<« Ingenuous FAj^KiANnT-kto fcornokncfs won, i. 
My willing heart would'*^ i3iee as a fon j , 
But on thy hopes Sehbha muft decide :— 
-Jj^c wc together from dik Vio>aI^ qC \|\vi^.*?. ' 
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So fpoke the fire ; for, to her votary kind^- 
Sx)PHR08YN'B iafpirM his fofceii^d mind. 
Speaking, he fmil'd, to fee that on his word 
The lover hung, and bled the founds he heard '; . 
That his embarrafsM child his fentence caught * 
With each tumultuous fignof tender thought t > 
Whofe bluflies, fpringing from the heart, declara : 
The dawn ef fondnefs in the modeft fair.- 
Th' enchanted youth with ecftafy conveyed 
Torth from the troubled feaft the trembling maid^t 

As the keen failor^ whom his daring foul 
Has drawn, too ven'trous, near the freezing pole-j ; 
Who, baying flighted cautioa*s tame adtice,. 
Seems wedged within impervious worlds of ice.) ; 
If, from each chilling Aorm of peril free, 
At length he reach the unincumbered fess / 
With joy fuperior to his tranfient pain, 
Kufiies, exulting, o'er th* expanfive main : 
Such ftrong delight Serbma's bofi>m lhar'd» 
Whco fsreet refitftiau lo \x« \it"w\. iw&aai^^ „ 
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That all the trials of her fate were pad. 
And love*s deciri?e plaudit feal'd the lad. 
Her airy guard prepares the fofteft down^ 
From peace's wiDg» to line the nuptial crown s 
Her fmiles accelerate the hridal morn» 
And clear her votVy^s path from ev'ry thorn. 
On the quick match the prude's keen cenfures fall^ 
Bliad to the heaT*nly powV who guided all : 
But mild S»ENA fcorn'd the prndifli play» 
To wound warm love with frivolous delay ; 
Nature's chafte childi not affedlation's flave» 
Tbe heart (he meant to give, fhe frankly ga^e^ 
Through her glad (ire na gouty humors run> 
Jocund he glories in his deAin'd fon. 
Fbn£lop£ herfelfi no longer feen 
In the four iemblance of tormenting Spleen» 
Buys for her niece the robes of nuptial QatCy 
Nor fcolds the mercer once thro* all the long debate^ 
For quick difpatchy the honed man of law 
ToiU lal£ the night l\it Uj^iX >i» \ft ^wi ''* 
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At length th* enraptured youthi all forms complelei 
Bears bis fweet bride to bis paternal feat ; 
On a fair lawn the cheerful manfion ftoody 
And high behind it rofe a circling wood. 
As the bleft lord of this extenfive reign 
Led his dear partner through her new domain^ 
With fond furprife, Sb&bma foon defcry*d 
A temple rais'd to her etherial guide- 
Its ornaments (he vie«7*d with tender awCf 
Their fafhion fuch as (he in vifion faw ; 
For the kind youtb* her grateful fmile to gain« 
Hadyfrom her clear defcrip'ion, deck'd the fane. 
Joyful he cry'd, to his angelic wife, 
** Be this kind pow'r the worOiip of our life !" 
He fpake ; and led her to the inn^oft (hrine ; 
Here, link'd in rofy banJs, two YotVics (bine 
The pencil had imparted life to each, 7 

With energy that leem'd beyond its reach. ' 
JFirft ftood Connubial Love, a manly youth, 
Wboie bright eye fpoke vhft uxdtTJX^^^^^^ wj.^\ 
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Friendfliipi fweet fmilingy^U'd the fecoodplacc^ 

In all the fofter charms of virgin-grace. 

Their meeting arms a my (lie tablet raife, 

Deck'd with thcfe lines, the moral of my lays' :•— 

** Virtue's an ingot of Peruvian gold, 

** Sens« the bright ore Potofi's mines nnfold ; 

** But Temper's image mud their ufe create, 

" And give ihefc precious metals, fteriing weight.** 
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